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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

September 19, 2019 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 4:01 P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, September 19, 2019 with 
Chairman Jeff Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
Board Members: Chairman Jeff Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, William Burgos, Bernard Hoffnar; 
Jason Grottini, Emory Enscore, Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis 
Hampton; State College Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Centre Region Planning Commission, Cory 
Rilk, College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Harris Township Liaison, Charles Graham; Patton 
Township Liaison, Patricia Monteith; Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Assistant Executive Director, 
Katie McCaulley; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Communications and Projects Coordinator, Julia 
Shaffer. 
 
Also, in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Brennan that the minutes of the August 15, 2019 meeting be 
approved as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
Laura Dinnini stated the Tree Commission of Ferguson Township is going to be participating at the 
Walk In Penns Woods at Musser Gap by having an educational table that is going on in the beginning 
of October. The small area plan for Pine Grove Mills has seven themes. One theme that has emerged 
while working on the project is the Pine Grove Mills Community wants to be acknowledged and 
known as a community that values environmental stewardship. Ferguson Township is also asking for 
volunteers to participate in a storm water stenciling project to raise awareness about storm water and 
water quality. Clearwater Conservancy Executive Director Deb Nardone reported the DCED grant to 
place a permanent easement on the Pasquinelli property was approved and was the only 
conservation easement in the commonwealth that was approved.  The grant funded 70% and outside 
sources will be used to cover the rest. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MUSSER GAP TO VALLEYLANDS PROJECT 
Clearwater Conservancy Executive Director Deb Nardone and Penn State University Representative 
Charima Young presented the different options that may be considered for the Penn State Land in the 
Musser Gap area.   
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of $1,391,216.56 be 
ratified as presented. Mr. Hoffnar asked for clarification on a few payments and asked about solar 
power.  Mr. Grottini explained the new filter plant will have solar panels and he also participates on a 
regional planning group for solar power in the area.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the 
amount of $246,645.22 be approved. Mr. Hoffnar asked Executive Director Heiser for clarification on 
a few payments.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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WATER CONNECTIONS 
Executive Director Heiser reported that there are seven new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
 

Richard Showalter 171 Ambleside Court Patton 1” 

Ed Satalia 1338 University Drive Borough 1” 

Andrew Fisher Lot 2, 2467 Sleep Hollow Drive Ferguson 1” 

Rockey Ridge Partnership Lot 407, 325 Derek Drive Harris 1” 

Kaywood North LP Lot 28, 1022 Andrea Way Harris 1” 

Kaywood North LP Lot 37, 1013 Andrea Way Harris 1” 

Berks Homes Lot 13, 597 Karla Way Harris 1” 

 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Brennan that these connections be approved subject to the 
Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AWARD CONTRACT No. 09-2019 

BID TABULATION  
CONTRACT NO. 05-2019 

22,000 LBS. SODIUM FLUORIDE 
BID OPENING September 9, 2019 @ 2:00PM 

BIDDER BID PRICE 

Brenntag Northeast Inc. 
Reading, PA  

-NO BID- 

Univar 
Altoona, PA 

-NO BID- 

Main Pool & Chemical Co. Inc. 
Avoca, PA 

-NO BID- 

Coyne Chemical 
Croydon, PA 

10% Bid Security 
$22,127.60 

100.58/CWT 

Barbers Chemicals 
Sharpsville, PA 

-NO BID- 

2019 Budget Amount $20,900.00 
 
Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Grottini, seconded by Hoffnar that Contract No. 09-
2019 in the amount of $22,127.60 be awarded to the apparent low bidder, Coyne Chemical of 
Croydon, PA for the 22,000 lbs. of sodium fluoride.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PENNVEST RESOLUTION 
Chairman Kern explained the resolution states The Authority agrees to borrow the money from 
PennVest at the rate and schedule they have set. 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the PennVest Resolution be approved.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF PENNVEST REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT 
Chairman Kern explained the resolution states The Authority will have the ability to reimburse itself for 
moneys that The Authority has advanced so far and over the next couple months if it is deemed 
necessary.  
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It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos that the PennVest Reimbursement Agreement be 
approved.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO OWNER-ENGINEER AGREEMENT 
Executive Director Heiser stated this is the second amendment of the original contract for the 
planning, design and construction of the Nixon Kocher filtration plant.  The amendment is for the next 
phase of the engineering services for bid advertisement, bid administration, review of bid submissions 
and construction inspection services project.  The amended amount is $1,100,182.81 bringing the 
total contract price for engineering services to $2,341,000.00 Mr. Glenn stated this is the second 
amendment to the contract for engineering services.   Mr. Glenn also stated this agreement is 
required by PennVest.   
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that the Amendment to the Owner-Engineer 
Agreement be approved.  Motion carried with 5 votes in favor and 1 against. 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE BID FOR THE NIXON KOCHER TREATMENT PLANT 
Executive Director Heiser stated the Ferguson Township Supervisors approved the Authority’s final 
land development plan and replot for the purchase of the property.  The Authority is at the point 
where Gwin Dobson and Foreman needs authorization to advertise for bids for the Nixon Kocher 
filtration plant with the potential award of November. 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that Gwin Dobson and Foreman has authorization to 
advertise the bid for the Nixon Kocher treatment plant.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance Committee – Mr. Kern reported the pension plans are moving funds from a number of 
investments that no longer meet investment criteria to investments that do meet the criteria.  Mr. 
Hampton reviewed Conrad Siegel’s recommendations and presented the information to the finance 
committee. The committee approved the moves.  Mr. Kern stated once the budget is in draft form it 
will be submitted to the Board for approval.  
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No Report. 
Appeals – No Report. 
Public Relations – No Report.   
Source Water Protection – Mr. Burgos reported the committee met today with members of the 
Centre Region Parks and Recreation (CRPR) to get updates on the Whitehall Road Park.  
Information was provided on the artificial turf and the status of the land development plan.  The CRPR 
requested three waivers with submission of the land development plan last month with one of them 
being denied.  The waiver dealt with the number of plantings required to screen the edges of the 
property and after the discussion the staff and a CRPR Board member felt that the Authority could 
help the CRPR by providing some sort of support for their updated variance request which will be 
submitted with their next land development plan the end of October.  CRPR staff is to provide 
information to Water Authority staff that will then be forwarded onto the Source Water Protection 
committee for possible discussion at the October Board meeting. 
HR Evaluation Committee – No Report. 
Fluoride (AD HOC) – Ms. Brennan reported the committee met in August and will meet again in 
October. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
DISTRIBUTION – Flushing has started in zone 5, it is the last zone to be completed and should be 
done by mid-November.  Hydrant painting and repair is under way.  Waupelani Drive service line 
work restoration being done in cooperation with the Borough’s paving project is underway. Crews 
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have started to make preparations to construct emergency supply taps for the pump station that 
serves Harris Township, it is to reinforce the distribution system in case of a long term outage at 
pump station 5.  The Fox Hill Road waterline relocation project that was to be bid and awarded by 
 Patton Township and constructed by private developers for the reconstruction of Bernel Road and 
Fox Hill Road intersection has been delayed by the contractor.  
WATER PRODUCTION – Two roofs have been replaced at well field 2.  A solar powered tank mixer 
in one of the ground level tanks had the communications module replaced and will need to replace 
the battery at an estimated cost of approximately $1,000. This is the original battery was installed in 
2013.  Lead and copper test results are still pending.  The reservoir project has an area where the 
paint was coming off that was touched up and has released again. The contractor will return in 
October to repair it again.  The Authority has a maintenance bond which ensures the work will be 
done to the Authority’s satisfaction.   
METER SHOP/BILLING/ ADMINISTRATION – A new Customer Accounts Representative started 
this month, staff also plan to advertise and hire an employee for physical plant this fall.  A section of 
the private water system in Breezewood Forrest Townhomes is being replaced and is almost 
complete.  Boalsburg Technology Park has two more commercial sites being developed and those 
taps were installed, meter vaults are on order and two private fire hydrants were installed.  Security 
updates continue at the office.  Six employees attended a technology conference yesterday, it 
focused on the billing, customer management system and website operations. Two employees 
participated in Lion Bash held in downtown State College on September 10.    
MAJOR PROJECTS – Cricklewood Drive, all service lines have been transferred to the new main 
and preparing to abandon the old main with restoration to follow.  Boalsburg Pike boring is complete.  
Ishler Street water main replacement will begin the week of September 30th.  Letters have been sent 
to residents that could be affected by the work. A letter was also sent to Harris Township. There is 
one final easement needed for the Nixon/Kocher plant that needs finalized and Mr. Mix is working on 
it.  This year there have been 1,416 meters replaced.  The Authority is in the process of getting ready 
to install a second communications tower for the Flexnet meter system.  The tower is on order, the 
site is being prepped. Staff is reviewing and commenting on the plans for the waterline replacement 
for Atherton Street phase three which is from Park Ave to Westerly Parkway. This phase involves 
extensive main replacement which includes upsizing as well as eliminating parallel mains along 
Atherton Street.  Preliminary estimates are two million dollars for this phase three. 
 
Mr. Hoffnar asked if the meters were being replaced due to them being old or faulty.  Assistant 
Executive Director McCaulley clarified they are part of the regular meter maintenance schedule and 
are being updated to work with the Flexnet reading system which will help us monitor water usage 
more closely.  Mr. Hoffnar expressed his concern about lead lines and making customers aware if 
they have lead lines. 
 
Ms. Dinnini stated she wanted to encourage everyone to review the conversation the Ferguson 
Township Board of Supervisors had in regards to the Whitehall Road Regional Park and why the 
waivers were opposed and why they choose to oppose them. 
 
LIAISON’S REPORT 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag expressed appreciation on several coordinated 
efforts between the Borough and the Authority. Ms. Hoag acknowledged the Authority for participating 
in Lion Bash.  She also stated how the coordination with the water main projects and paving so new 
roads are not getting dug up was valued. The joint work is saving money for the region in restoration 
costs.  Lastly she relayed appreciation to Authority personnel for the time and effort that was put into 
looking at water usage reports since the Borough has seen a drop in sewer revenues this year.  
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
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Centre Regional Planning Commission – Mr. Rilk reported there have been three TAR’s come up, 
Meeks Lane study; Scott Road & Bristol Interceptor and Penn State North Campus. All three went 
before the Public Service & Environmental Committee this week and were approved.  Mr. Rilk also 
reported Pam Adams the Sustainability Planner came up with a climate action and adaptation plan, 
there will be a project management team which will come up with a greenhouse emissions bank, 
figuring out how much the center region uses and best management practices to help reduce those 
emissions.  
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris reported the next phase of the Oak Hall well is the 
pumping test and is tentatively scheduled for October. This will help to determine the capacity of the 
well.    
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – Mr. Graham expressed the townships frustration with the 30% increased 
fire hydrant cost of for next year.   
Patton Township Liaison – Ms. Monteith thanked the Authority for the work that is being done in 
Toftrees. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present.  
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – No report.   
Treasurer – No report. 
 
Mr. Hoffnar asked that the Authority look into handicapped accessible doors for the building. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 5:26 P.M., it was moved by Burgos, seconded by Brennan that the meeting be adjourned. Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
 

__________________________________ 
        Assistant Secretary                

 


