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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

September 20, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:02P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, September 20, 2018 with Chairman 
Jeffrey Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Chairman Jeffrey Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Emory Enscore, William Burgos, Bernard 
Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College Borough 
Liaison, Deborah Hoag; College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; 
Harris Township Liaison, Gert Aron; Patton Township Liaison, Pat Monteith; Executive Director, Brian Heiser; 
Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial Assistant, Katie McCaulley. 
 
Also in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Brennan that the minutes of the August 16, 2018 meeting be approved 
as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
No comments were presented. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Enscore that bill payments in the amount of $1,238,902.15 be ratified as 
presented.  
 
Mr. Hoffnar asked if lawn care was a regular cost, to which Executive Director Heiser replied that it is and this 
year is more frequent due to increased growth from rainfall. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$484,887.98 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
Executive Director Heiser reported that there are three new water connection applications for approval this 
month. The applications are as follows: 
 

Armen Sahakian Lot 146, 240 Banyan Dr Ferguson 1" 

Armen Sahakian Lot 145, 230 Banyan Dr Ferguson 1" 

Lois and Rachel North Lot 57R, 100 Emma Ct Harris 1" 
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It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Enscore that these connections be approved subject to the Authority’s 
Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER AWARDING CONTRACT NO. 11-2018 
 
Executive Director Heiser reviewed the bid. 
 

BID TABULATION 
CONTRACT NO. 11-2018 

20,000 LBS GASEOUS CHLORINE 
BID OPENING August 28, 2018 @ 2:00PM 

BIDDER TOTAL BID 

BRENNTAG NORTHEAST INC 
Reading, PA  

-NO BID- 

UNIVAR 
Altoona, PA 

$22,000/$110 110 wt 

MAIN POOL & CHEMICAL CO. INC 
Avoca, PA 

$20,800/$104 100 wt 

COYNE CHEMICAL 
Croydon, PA 

-NO BID- 

BARBERS CHEMICAL 
SHARPSVILLE, PA 

$15,800/$79 100 wt 

Bold type denoted apparent low bidder 
 
Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Burgos, seconded by Hoffnar that Contract No. 11-2018 in the amount 
of $15,800.00/$79 100wt should be awarded to the apparent low bidder, Barbers Chemical of Sharpsville, PA for the 
purchase of gaseous chlorine. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
CONSIDER AWARDING CONTRACT NO. 12-2018 
 
Executive Director Heiser reviewed the bid. 
 

BID TABULATION 
CONTRACT NO. 11-2018 

22,000 LBS SODIUM FLUORIDE 
BID OPENING September 11, 2018 @ 2:00PM 

BIDDER BID BOND TOTAL BID 

BRENNTAG NORTHEAST INC 
Reading, PA 

-NO BID- 

UNIVAR 
Altoona, PA 

-NO BID- 

MAIN POOL & CHEMICAL CO. INC 
Avoca, PA 

-NO BID- 

COYNE CHEMICAL 
Croydon, PA 

10% $21,817.40 / $99.17 100wt 

BARBERS CHEMICALS 
Sharpsville, PA 

-NO BID- 

Bold type denoted apparent low bidder 
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Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Enscore that Contract No. 12-2018 in the amount 
of $21,817.40/$99.17 100wt should be awarded to the apparent low bidder, Coyne Chemical of Croydon, PA for the 
purchase of sodium fluoride. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
TAPPING REFUND REQUEST 
 
Chairman Kern briefed the Board on the requested residential refund per the memo provided. Mr. Armen D. 
Sahakian, the developer and lot owner of Lot #124 of Hillside Farm Estates located at 200 Lois Lane decided 
not to develop this particular lot at this time. Mr. Sahakian has requested a refund of the previously paid 
tapping fee. Should he decide to develop the property at a later date, he would pay the current rate at the 
time of development.  
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the Board approves the request for the residential tapping 
fee be refunded to Mr. Armen D. Sahakian for Lot #124 of Hillside Farm Estates located at 200 Lois Lane in the 
amount of $1,150.00. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVING ENERGY GRANT AGREEMENT 
 
Mr. Glenn presented an explanation of the energy grant between the Authority and West Penn Power 
Sustainable Energy Fund. The grant would be for the installation of variable frequency drives for the well field 
pumps and a solar photovoltaic system proposed at the Nixon-Kocher treatment facility. Executive Director 
Heiser emphasized that Mr. Glenn and members of Gwin Dobson and Foreman have worked on this grant 
opportunity for the Authority to pursue. The Board discussed the benefits of the grant agreement and the 
energy efficiency components. Upon recommendation of the Board Executive Director Heiser will look into an 
editorial submission informing the public of the agreement. 
 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos the Board approve the energy grant agreement between the 
State College Borough Water Authority and West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee – Chairman Kern reported that there would be a meeting held Monday, September 24, at 
10:00 A.M. for members of the committee to review the 5-year income plan.  
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No report. 
Appeals – Mr. Hoffnar reported that there was a pending appeal. 
Public Relations – Mr. Burgos suggested that Authority staff member Julia Shaffer draft a letter to the Centre 
Daily Times editor regarding the energy grant agreement. The public relations committee would also 
contribute to the letter.  
Source Water Protection – No report. 
HR Evaluation Committee – Mr. Enscore reported there would be a meeting held in October. 
Search Committee – No report. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DISTRIBUTION – Valley Vista Drive work continues in conjunction with the rest of the project. At this time 
there is no estimated completion date. Annual hydrant flushing is underway and expected to be complete by 
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the end of October, weather permitting. There have been 3 leaks repaired since the last meeting, 2 of them 
were the result of ongoing construction projects in the area.   
PRODUCTION – A preliminary tank inspection report states that no tanks will need to be painted next year, 
but tanks 1 and 9 are on the watch list. Tank 1 is a steel elevated tank and tank 9 is a steel flat bottom tank. No 
painting will be required for 3 years, yet we may need to consider staggering that timeline to avoid costly 
simultaneous painting. The cost to paint a tank can exceed the cost of initial construction. Well Field 5 SRBC 
renewal application was discussed by Authority staff and Dave Yoxtheimer. There was also a call to SRBC 
representative to the timing of the application and a response to the waiver request. The waiver request is not 
anticipated to come back prior to the renewal application and payment due date of November 11th. Ferguson 
Township requested assistance due to a prolonged boil water notice of Rock Springs water system. The 
Authority emergency response plan was put into action, a water buffalo was prepared to be deployed and DEP 
lifted the notice prior to the deployment. The Authority received a thank you letter from Mr. Prabulka, 
Ferguson Township Manager. 
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING –The partnership website between SCBWA, CTWA and PSU source water 
protection group is back online. Executive Director Heiser and other Authority staff will be attending the 
WWOAP conference September 24th – 26th. There will be 2 staff members attending the first Women in Water 
full day conference in October. Additional staff will be attending a billing and web presence seminar on 
October 10th.  There are multiple service lines in various stages at State High North building, BelAire 
apartments and the Helix. The emergency interconnect meter and backflow with College Township has been 
tested. The backflow is in need of replacement. 
MAJOR PROJECTS –Atherton St. water line work continues between Blue Course Dr. and Cherry Ln. involving 
service line transfers to new main and cross street tie-ins. Pugh St. water line work is complete with only 
restoration work remaining. Restoration work is at least 2 weeks behind. Cricklewood Dr. crews completed the 
water line work and have begun restoration work. The installation of a meter pit for two townhouse 
complexes is still set to be done this year. This will accommodate two independent service lines to be put in 
either this winter or next spring. Meter shop personnel continue to work out the bugs of the Flexnet reading 
system and software interfaces with the billing system. Well 18 pump and motor are scheduled to be pulled 
September 24th and 25th by Kohl Brothers. The new pump and motor are anticipated to be replaced the first 
week of October. 
 
Mr. Burgos raised the question of adding Rock Springs to the Authority system by either line extension or a 
satellite plant. Mr. Kern and Executive Director Heiser explained the fiscal ramifications for existing rate payers 
as well as Ferguson Township on such a project. Also noted was the inability to draw from the source water in 
the area and function from a satellite plant. The state of the existing system and source do not meet Authority 
standards. 
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
 

State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag thanked Authority staff member Julia Shaffer for the updates 
on the Pugh St project. All construction projects due to the weather conditions of the summer months are still 
very behind and anticipated to run into the fall. Borough staff is currently working on the upcoming 2019 
budget. 
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – Not present. 
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris reported there was a meeting with SRBC and DEP to discuss 
Oak Hall well pump testing application. Due to rains the Shiloh well was in excess of 5”, but maintained 
function. Mr. Harris requested a chance to discuss with Executive Director Heiser about the value and capacity 
of the interconnect between the Authority and CTWA. Executive Director Heiser reported the interconnect is a 
gravity one way interconnect to CTWA. Its capacity capability is between 200 and 300 gallons a minute as it is 
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now and pumps would be necessary to make changes. The current location made the most sense with 
Authority and CTWA lines running adjacent to one another.  
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Jackson thanked Authority personnel for their assistance in 
previous heavy rains and the impact it played on the water system servicing Rock Springs residents. Ferguson 
Township is aware and expressed frustration that the Rock Springs water system is private. 
Halfmoon Township – Not present. 
Harris Township Liaison – Mr. Aron questioned if the concentration of sodium fluoride was 10lb per million. 
Executive Director Heiser replied that was correct. 
Patton Township Liaison – Ms. Monteith thanked those present for the welcome to her first Authority Board 
meeting and for the work the Authority is doing in the Patton township area on Cricklewood Dr. She stated 
that it is reassuring to see the Authority trucks and personnel working in the area.  
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present.  
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 

Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – Mr. Glenn reported that they are awaiting comment from DEP for Nixon-Kocher.  The PennVest 
application second opinion report is currently underway. 
Treasurer – No report.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 5:15 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go into Executive 
Session. 
 
At 5:20 P.M., the Board returned to its regular meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 5:21 P.M., it was moved by Enscore, seconded by Brennan that the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried 
unanimously.    
 
 
 
 
          
 
      
 


