
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

October 17, 2019 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, October 17, 2019 with 
Chairman Jeff Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
Board Members: Chairman Jeff Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, William Burgos, Bernard Hoffnar; 
Jason Grottini, Emory Enscore, Gary Petersen, Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; 
Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Benner Township 
Liaison, Steve Lanich; Centre Region Planning Commission, Cory Rilk, College Township Liaison, 
Richard Harris; Ferguson Township Liaison, Wes Glebe; Patton Township Liaison, Patricia Monteith; 
Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Assistant Executive Director, Katie McCaulley; Staff Financial 
Assistant, Stacey Smith; Communications and Projects Coordinator, Julia Shaffer. 
 
Also, in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the minutes of the September 19, 2019 meeting 
be approved as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of $1,140,787.39 be 
ratified as presented. Mr. Hoffnar asked for clarification on a few payments.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Enscore that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the 
amount of $102,618.42 be approved. Mr. Burgos asked for clarification on a few payments.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
Executive Director Heiser reported that there are fifteen new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 

Five Blind Mice II 2350 Bernel Rd Patton * 

Mellott Real Estate LP 1805 N Atherton St Patton * 

S & A Homes Lot 1, 161 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 2, 159 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 3, 153 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 4, 149 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 5, 145 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 6, 141 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 7, 135 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 8, 133 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 9, 131 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 10, 129 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 



S & A Homes Lot 11, 127 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 12, 125 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 13, 123 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

S & A Homes  Lot 14, 121 Amicus Dr Patton 1" 

Rockey Ridge Partnership Lot 418, 288 Derek Dr Harris 1" 

  *Denotes additional EDU’s without a new connection 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Petersen that these connections be approved subject to the 
Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSIDER APPROVING WATER MAIN EXTENSION 
Executive Director Heiser reported there are two main extensions for approval this month.  The main 
will be constructed to the Authority’s specifications and will be inspected by Authority personnel 
during construction.  The applications are as follows: 

Pinnacle 
Development, LLC 

The Village at Penn State  
Patton Township 

Victory Boulevard 
Beaumanor Road 

450' of 8" DI Water Main 
625' of 8" DI Water Main 

Morningdie Partners 
@ Gray’s Woods LLC 

Ghaner Road 
Patton Township 

Ghaner Road 550' of 12" DI Water Main 

 
Moved by Grottini, seconded by Brennan that the main extensions be accepted subject to the Rules 
and Regulations of the Authority.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Finance Committee – Mr. Kern reported there will be a meeting set to discuss the 2020 budget. 
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – Mr. Grottini gave an update on the Authority’s 
participation in the Centre County Intergovernmental Solar Power Purchase Agreement Working 
Group.  State College Borough Water Authority is one of ten municipal organization that are exploring 
power purchase agreement options.  This is in hopes of increasing the purchasing power by pulling 
together all of the kilowatt hours to purchase clean and renewable energy.  Currently working on an 
RFQ looking for an energy consultant to represent the ten organizations to move the project forward.  
The energy consultant cost would be split based on the percentage of energy cost.  The Authority’s 
consumption is 17 percent.  Estimated consultant cost could be from $50,000 to $70,000.  Mr. Kern 
pointed out there is roughly eighteen months left on the current contract.  There was a discussion on 
the different energy options and solar panels. 
Appeals – No Report. 
Public Relations – No Report.   
Source Water Protection – No report. 
HR Evaluation Committee – Mr. Enscore reported the committee has moved with the Geisinger 
Health plan, they offered a very good plan for the employees and the committee will recommend the 
plan, but not at this time. 
Fluoride (AD HOC) – Ms. Brennan reported the committee met but there is no public report at this 
time. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
DISTRIBUTION – Six leaks have been repaired in the last month, three service lines and three 
mains.  Water main extensions that were approved today have started this week.  Service line 
location for the high rise at the corner of Garner Street and Beaver Avenue has been finalized and 
involve some relocation of PennDOT’s storm sewer pipe and inlets, the expense will be on the 
developer.   



PRODUCTION- The roof replacement work at well field two is complete.  Pressure washing of 
storage tanks at the filter plant are complete and will be moving to Boalsburg to start on that tank.  
Lead and copper results for 2019 have been received with the 90th percentile for lead at 0.00222 mg/l 
and copper at 0.175 mg/l which both are well below the allowable limits.  Results have been mailed to 
the customers.  Software update at the plant has been completed and is up and running.   
METER SHOP/BILLING/ ADMINISTRATION – Currently advertising for a Maintenance Technician in 
the Production Department, interviews are planned for early November.  The first draft of the budget 
is complete and working on a final rough draft for the finance committee.  The budget will include a 
proposed rate increase including a water rate increase from $5.00 to $5.50 per 1,000 gallons.  The 
proposed rates will be available on the website the beginning of next week.  Breezewood Forrest 
private waterline replacement is complete, but they still have to finish the meter vault replacement.  
The security upgrades at the office has been completed.  Meter Shop has sent out an additional 138 
maintenance letters and have started to be scheduled.  Staff continues to work on function 
coordination issues between Muni Link and Sensus.   
MAJOR PROJECTS – Cricklewood Drive water main is all in and the old main has been abandoned 
and the restoration work continues. Ishler Street water main replacement has started and will 
continue as weather permits.  Currently there is about 450’ of pipe installed and there is a total of 
about 1,100’ to lay.  Nixon Kocher plant is currently out for bid with the bid opening currently 
scheduled for October 31st at 10:00 A.M. with the possibility of it being extended due to a possible 
second addendum. There was a pre bid meeting held last week. There were reps from approximately 
fifteen contractors, and roughly twelve plan set holders.  To date 1,547 meters have been replaced.  
Some materials for the second collection tower have been received and final phase of planning for 
the onsite installation.  Atherton Street phase three bid which is Park Ave to Westerly Parkway has 
been pushed back to November of 2020.  As a result of the bid being pushed back there will be 
another reimbursement agreement and PennDOT resolution that will need to be approved because 
the documents that were approved earlier in the year will no longer be valid.   
 
Mr. Burgos asked further clarification as if the same utilities would be involved in the next phase of 
Atherton Street as phase two.  Ms. Hoag and Mr. Heiser elaborated on the work on Atherton Street.  
Mr. Hoffnar asked for clarification on the rates and asked Mr. Heiser to report on meetings that he has 
attended in the month. 
 
LIAISON’S REPORT 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag reported the Borough is also working on their 
budget and will be formerly presented to council next week.  Ms. Hoag requested that the Borough 
and the Authority meet early in 2020 to discuss what capital improvement projects each other will be 
completing to assess possible collaborations.   
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – No report. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – Mr. Rilk reported the Penn State North Campus TAR was 
approved by DEP and the Meeks Lane TAR has been sent to DEP. 
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris reported the progress of the Oak Hall well is 
significant and water has flowed today which is the first phase of testing.  Over the next few months it 
will be DEP and SRBC activity.  Mr. Harris also reported the test pump is adequate. 
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– No report.  
Harris Township Liaison – Not present.   
Patton Township Liaison – Ms. Monteith thanked the Authority for the work that is being done in 
Toftrees. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present.  
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – No report.   



Treasurer – Mr. Hampton reported he has reviewed third quarter statements and all investments are 
in compliance with the Municipal Authority Act.  Mr. Hampton also reported the Authority overall on 
expenses is under budget by thirteen percent.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
At 4:48 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go to 
Executive Session. 
 
At 5:03 P.M. the Board returned to its regular meeting. 
 
APPROVAL OF JUST COMPENSATION REVIEW 
The Board authorized Executive Director Heiser to review a Just Compensation offer.  If acceptable 
Executive Director Heiser could authorize Mr. Mix to complete the permanent easement agreement 
with Mr. Keifer.  
 
Moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos to authorize Executive Director Heiser to review a Just 
Compensation offer and to have the permanent easement agreement completed with Mr. Keifer.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 04-2019 FOR TAKING 
Mr. Mix explained if the Just Compensation offer is not acceptable the resolution is authorizing 
himself to proceed with condemnation proceedings for the Keifer property. 
     

STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 
RESOLUTION 04-2019 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SELECTION AND 
APPROPRIATION BY THE STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER 
AUTHORITY OF A RIGHT OF WAY / EASEMENT OVER PARCELS OF 
REAL ESTATE KNOWN AS CENTRE COUNTY UNIFORM PARCEL 
IDENTIFIER NUMBERS 24-003-,007L,0000, 24-003-,007M,0000 AND 24-
003-,007X,0000 OWNED OR WHICH MAY BE OWNED BY LINDSEY H. 
KIEFER, J. FREDERICK ROHRBECK, THOMAS WATSCHKE AND 
CENTRE SOD, A PENNSYLVANIA PARTNERSHIP, LOCATED IN 
FERGUSON TOWNSHIP, CENTRE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A DECLARATION OF TAKING AND ALL 
NECESSARY ACTION FOR THE ACQUISITION THEREOF 

 

WHEREAS, the State College Borough Water Authority (hereafter the “Authority”) is a body 
corporate and politic organized by the Borough of State College, Centre County, Pennsylvania, 
incorporated under the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Act of 1935 and existing under the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Act of 2001; and 
  

WHEREAS, the Authority owns and operates a public water system serving its customers in 
Benner, College, Ferguson, Harris and Patton Townships, Centre County, Pennsylvania; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Authority has undertaken a project to install a new water filtration plant 
(hereafter “Water Facilities”) near its Nixon-Kocher well fields on a parcel of real estate to be 
subdivided from a larger parcel of real estate known as Centre County Uniform Parcel Identifier 
Number 24-003-,007K,0000 owned by Gary Myers and Carol Myers, located at 3062 Ernst Lane, 
State College, Ferguson Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania to better serve its customers 
(hereafter the “Premises”); and 

 



WHEREAS, Lindsey H. Kiefer, J. Frederick Rohrbeck, Thomas Watschke and Centre Sod, a 
Pennsylvania Partnership (hereafter “Kiefer et al.”) own or may have an ownership interest in three 
nearby parcels of real estate known as Centre County Uniform Parcel Identifier Numbers 24-003-
,007L,0000, 24-003-,007M,0000 and 24-003-,007X,0000 located at 2990 Ernest Lane, State College, 
Ferguson Township, Centre County, Pennsylvania; and 

  
WHEREAS, the Authority believes it is necessary to acquire rights of way and easements on, 

over and across the parcels of real estate owned by Kiefer et al. in order to have ingress and egress 
to the Premises for use by commercial vehicles and heavy equipment to construct, install, maintain, 
repair and operate the Water Facility; and  

  
WHEREAS, the Authority has been unable to voluntarily obtain rights of way and easements 

over the parcels of real estate owned by Kiefer et al.; and  

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with the Municipal Authorities Act, the Authority is authorized to 
acquire a right of way and easement over a parcel of real estate by means of eminent domain 
proceedings. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Authority, in accordance with the authority 
conferred by law, selects and appropriates permanent variable width rights-of-way and easements 
on, over and across the above described parcels of real estate owned by Kiefer et al. in the locations 
as shown on the attached drawing/map marked Exhibit “A” for ingress and egress to the Premises 
and to construct, install, maintain, repair and operate the Water Facilities; and  
 
 RESOLVED: That the rights-of-way and easements over the above described parcels of real 
estate owned by Kiefer et al are hereby selected and appropriated for the purpose of this Resolution 
in accordance with law. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the interests to be acquired shall be rights-of-way and easements. 
 
 RESOLVED: That counsel for the Authority and its appropriate officers are hereby authorized 
to file a declaration of taking and such other proceedings including the entry of such bond as may be 
necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes of this Resolution. 
 
 RESOLVED: That the costs for institution of such proceedings and any damages, which may 
be awarded to the owner of the above described parcels of real estate are to be paid out of funds of 
the Authority. 
 

Moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that Resolution 04-2019 for Taking be adopted.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF REQUISITION TO ISSUE CHECK 
The Board authorized the issuance of a check in the amount previously approved upon for purchase 
of the Myers property. 
 
FLUORIDE RESEARCH 
The Board authorized Executive Director Heiser and staff to proceed with research in regards to DEP 
fluoride feeding permits. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
At 5:08 P.M., it was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Petersen that the meeting be adjourned. Motion 

carried unanimously.    



       __________________________________ 

           Assistant Secretary       


