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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

January 18, 2018 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, January 18, 
2018 with Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Kern, Emory Enscore,  Gary Petersen, Jason 
Grottini, Rachel Brennan, William Burgos, Bernard Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; 
Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; Benner Township Liaison, Steve 
Lanich; College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; State College Borough Liaison, 
Deborah Hoag; University Area Joint Authority Liaison, Brian Dempsey; Ferguson 
Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; Executive Director, John Lichman; Assistant 
Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial 
Assistant, Katie McCaulley. 
 
Also in attendance, C-Net personnel; Laura Dinnini; and Deb Nardone. 
 
ELECTION OF 2018 OFFICERS 
 
Mr. Kern opened the floor for nominations with a reminder of the following 2017 
Officers: 
 
 Chairman    Albert R. Jarrett 
 Vice-Chairman   Jeffrey R. Kern 
 Secretary/Assistant Treasurer Susan W. Runk 
 Assistant Secretary   Brian C. Heiser 
 Treasurer/Financial Consultant Dennis Hampton 
 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that Jeffrey R. Kern be appointed as the 
Authority Board Chairman. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Kern that Rachel Brennan be appointed as the 
Authority Board Vice-Chairman. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Grottini that the Secretary/Assistant Treasurer 
(Susan Runk), Assistant Secretary (Brian Heiser), and Treasurer (Dennis Hampton) be 
reappointed for 2018. All agreed to serve. Nomination of officers was closed. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
 



2 

 

 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY MINUTES, continued 
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2018 Slate of Officers: 
 
 Chairman    Jeffrey R. Kern 
 Vice-Chairman   Rachel Brennan 
 Secretary/Assistant Treasurer Susan W. Runk 
 Assistant Secretary   Brian C. Heiser 
 Treasurer/Financial Consultant Dennis Hampton 
 
APPOINTMENT OF 2018 CONSULTANTS 
 
2017 Consultants 
  
 Solicitor:    Lee, Green & Reiter, Inc. 
 Auditor:    Baker Tilly 
 Engineer:    Gwin, Dobson & Foreman Inc. 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Petersen that the consultants be reappointed 
for 2018. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2018 Consultants 
 
 Solicitor:    Lee, Green & Reiter, Inc. 
 Auditor:    Baker Tilly 
 Engineer:    Gwin, Dobson & Foreman Inc. 
 
2017 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 
The assignment of committees was tabled until February. Mr. Kern will consider the 
choices members share with him. Committee assignments are an appointment by the 
Chairman.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Grottini that the minutes of the December 21, 
2017 meeting be approved as presented.  Motion carried 6 in favor, 1 abstention. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
Laura Dinnini informed the Board that the Emergency Drinking Water Plan, developed 
by a Public Safety Committee, to review the poor conditions of Rock Springs Water 
Company in anticipation of a catastrophic event. She would like us to play a more  
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effective  role to avoid a company,  like Nestle, making any kind of contribution. Nestle 
was brought in by Mike Hanna to distribute free bottled water to residents served by the 
Mountain Top Regional Water Authority. Ms. Dinni also requested cooperation for 
economic growth between the Water Authority and University Area Joint Authority by 
using beneficial reuse water for manufacturing. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Brennan, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of 
$1,207,573.74 be ratified as presented.  
 
Dr. Hoffnar asked how to read the summary of the ratification of payments. Dr. Enscore 
inquired about the increase in vehicle maintenance. Assistant Executive Director Heiser 
explained to the Board that this time of year generally brings on an increase in vehicle 
expenses. However, this month was much higher because two dump trucks broke down 
and had to be towed. Mr. Hampton added that eight tires had been purchased. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Petersen, seconded by Burgos that the Board Reserve Fund 
requisitions in the amount of $103,973.60 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
 
Executive Director Lichman reported that there are eight new water connection 
applications for approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
 

S & A Homes Lot 1, 105 Deans Way  Patton 1” 

S & A Homes Lot 86, 370 Florence Way College 1” 

S & A Homes Lot 70, 371 Florence Way College 1” 

S & A Homes Lot 50, 133 Florence Way College 1” 

S & A Homes Lot 85, 1381 Sconsett Way Ferguson 1” 

Asif Khatri Lot 17, 249Bolton Avenue Patton 1” 

Asif Khatri Lot 21, 246Bolton Avenue Patton 1” 

Steven & Penni Fishbaine Lot 62, Emma Court Harris 1” 

It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Brennan that these connections be approved 
subject to the Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
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APPROVAL OF SEWER LINE EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
Assistant Executive Director Heiser reported that a request for a sewer line easement 
along Whitehall Road in Ferguson Township had been received. It would be a 
permanent and a construction easement for a   forced sewer main installed by Toll 
Brothers and then owned by the University Area Joint Authority (UAJA) after 
completion. Similar agreements with UAJA have been approved in the past, as well as 
easements this Authority has requested for our distribution system.  After a review by 
the solicitor some wording changes would need to be made (a 20 foot permanent 
easement and a 10 foot temporary easement would need to be included.) Dr. Enscore 
requested that Vice-Chairman Kern be changed to Chairman Kern and that terminology 
for the Water Authority’s title be made consistent throughout the agreement. Solicitor 
Mix agreed that those changes would be made on the final document. It was moved by 
Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos to not approve this easement at this time. Dr. Burgos 
reported that he attended the UAJA Board meeting and learned that this request was 
made on behalf of Toll Brothers by UAJA so they could avoid the higher connection cost 
and rates charged by the State College Borough Sewer Authority. Running four 
thousand (4,000) feet of sewer main into Ferguson Township would mean lower upfront 
and continued cost for the developer. UAJA cannot deny making the request on behalf 
of a developer so it must be presented to Ferguson Township, State College Borough 
Sewer Authority and our Authority. Brian Dempsy, UAJA liaison, agreed with Dr. 
Burgos’s comments from the UAJA Board meeting.   He added that UAJA’s Rules and 
Regulations do not provide a means for them to deny a sewer main construction if an 
alternate route exists. Dr. Hoffnar shared the document with some residents at Foxdale 
Village and posed the following questions: 1.) Why is it not required to take the shortest 
route; 2.) What were the plans for the purchase of that property by the Authority; 3.) 
Why is the pump station so far from away from the property line; 4.) Has there ever 
been an easement request of this magnitude? In answer to the first question, Mr. 
Dempsy had already clarified the position of UAJA’s inability to not submit the request 
due to their current Rules & Regulations.  Chairman Kern was able to answer that the 
property was originally purchased to remain passive and protect our sources in Well 
Field 1. Deed restrictions were placed on the property by the seller. The Board and staff 
had no answer why the pump station was so far from the property line. Mr. Heiser 
reported he was unaware of such a major request in the past. Dr. Burgos asked 
Solicitor Mix if there would be any repercussions for us not approving the request for 
this easement. Mr. Mix informed the Board that UAJA could go through the process of 
condemnation to obtain it.  Laura Dininni was recognized by the Chairman and stated 
that in her opinion the deed restrictions alone may allow us to deny the request.  She 
also added that the new interpretation of Article 27, may allow the request to be denied.  
Solicitor Mix suggested that the original motion be withdrawn and that a new motion be 
presented. As the originator of the motion, Dr. Hoffnar agreed to have it withdrawn. It 
was then moved by Burgos that we table this agenda item and seconded by Enscore  
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with the addition of requesting all involved parties meet for better clarity and that the 
request be from UAJA, not the developer.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
REAPPOINTMENT OF FERGUSON AND HARRIS TOWNSHIP LIAISONS 
 
Chairman Kern acknowledged the reappointment of Ferguson Township Liaison, 
Steven Jackson and Harris Township Liaison, Gert Aron. 
 
NEW BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
Chairman Kern informed the Board, staff, and public that Executive Director Lichman 
has turned in his two week notice of resignation from the Authority effective February 1, 
2018.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee – No report.  
Facilities, Operations and Planning Committee – Dr. Burgos reported the committee 
met with representatives from Gwin, Dobson & Foreman Engineers, (GD&F) to review 
the status of the Nixon/Kocher water treatment facility. They believe that the placement 
on the site is closer to being decided and the design work is at 50% completion. The 
committee is very pleased with the design from a functionality and aesthetic standpoint. 
The results of the test bore holes has indicated that depth to bedrock is much greater 
than the depth of excavation.  As a result, geotechnical piers may be necessary to 
support the structure.  
Appeals & Public Relations – No report. 
Source Water Protection – No report 
HR Evaluation – No report. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DISTRIBUTION – Leak location work throughout the system is ongoing.  Six leaks  
 

were repaired since the last meeting. Three service lines were repaired on Allen 
Street during the Borough’s sewer lateral repair project. Toftrees line restriction 
replacement work is on hold. Main replacement on Calder Way for The Rise is  
finished. Interior winter maintenance has begun. Inventory for 2017 is in 
progress. The Authority has assisted in thawing over 25 meters in the last two 
weeks. Assistance was provided to the Mountain Top Water Authority (MTA) in 
the location of several leaks which had compromised their system. The MTA 
thanks the Authority for their help. 
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WATER PRODUCTION –The block heater on the office building generator failed, 
but was repaired within 24 hours. Well 62 sheared pump shaft repair work is 
ongoing. This particular pump is a 23 stage pump, an exceptionally large pump  

 for this area. The Authority anticipates its return to service in 45 days. Well 43 
motor will be back in service once the replacement drive work is complete. The 
Authority began discussions with DEP in order to start testing for feeding 
corrosion control. This is a DEP mandate for a water system of the Authority’s 
size and does not stem from present water quality. For the last month, there has 
been no capacity or quality issues to report. There were 137 million gallons of 
water produced. The water production total for 2017 was 1 billion, 728 million 
gallons produced. Nixon filter plant test boring is in progress. 

ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING – AMI MXU installation for meter pits is ongoing.   
 Stronger MXU units installed in the pits will allow for routes to be combined and  
 read faster system wide. Muni-Link optimization with the Authority back-flow  
 program is ongoing. Authority staff met with the auditors to begin the 2017 audit  
 process. Two water line replacement projects are in the planning phase for  
 Easterly Parkway, and Pugh Street from Beaver Avenue to Easterly Parkway.  
 There are considerations to add Boalsburg Pike due to four line failures since last  
 Memorial Day. The Authority will be looking to hire four new employees, two for  
 the field crew, one for meter shop and an Executive Director. SRBC and the  
 Authority are in discussions concerning well 57 permit renewals.  
ADDITIONAL NEWS – Many thanks to the Authority for the opportunity to work with  
 them for the last five years. 
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag reported that the Borough has 
completed the connection of the sewer line on Allen Street to the manhole. The Pugh 
Street paving work will stop at Nittany Avenue. Thanks to the Authority for their 
cooperation and assistance in recent last minute projects. 
 
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison– Mr. Lanich reported that there was a 
permit granted to the Bellefonte Borough Authority to spread bio-solids on a farm. The 
farm is positioned above a Benner Township Water Authority (BTWA) well. BTWA is 
challenging the permit and will go before the Environmental Hearing Board in 
Harrisburg. This issue has cost BTWA roughly $60,000.00.  
CRPC–Not present. 
College Township Water Authority Liaison – Mr. Harris reported he will continue to 
serve as the liaison for College Township. He added that backflow prevention in 
residences is complete and all wells are in service.  
Ferguson Township Liaison – Mr. Jackson reported that on January 16, 2018 the 
Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors directed staff to assemble an ad hoc Advisory  
Board concerning the Source Water Protection Overlay District Ordinance for Ferguson 



7 

 

STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY MINUTES, continued  
January 18, 2018 
 
Township. The ad hoc advisory board will be comprised of a diverse group of 
professionals.  They are requesting that the Authority Board appoint a member to the ad 
hoc Advisory Board by February. 
Chairman Kern appointed Mr. Petersen.   
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – Not present.   
Patton Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Mr. Dempsey reported UAJA had a 
successful ribbon cutting for their new solar system. They believe the solar system will 
drastically improve their energy efficiency. Mr. Dempsey agreed with earlier comments 
that UAJA would want to see more manufacturers utilize beneficial reuse. Beneficial 
reuse water as direct reuse is not a possibility since current regulations categorize it as 
sewage. 
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 
Solicitor – Mr. Mix expressed his thanks for the reappointment as solicitor and  
 requested an executive session. 
Engineer – Mr. Glenn expressed his thanks for the reappointment as engineer. He  

reported that the Pugh Street water line replacement surveying is complete. 
There  will be a meeting with staff to determine placement of the water main. The 
hydraulic model authorized last year is almost finished and the report should be 
available in the next few months. The Mountain Top Water Authority once again 
conveyed their gratitude through GD&F for the Authority’s help in locating leaks.   

Treasurer – Mr. Hampton reported that upon his review of the year-end statements he  
 found the Board Reserve Fund met requirements. Income revenue statements  
 exceeded budget by 25%, meter sales were under budget by roughly 7%, and  
 insurance under budget by 12%. Expenses were down 6% overall compared to  
 the budget. Net income exceeded budget. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 5:14 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting 
to go into Executive Session. 
 
At 5:45 P.M., it was moved by Grottini, seconded by Enscore the Board return to its 
regular meeting and then to adjourn the regular meeting. Motion carried.  
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