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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

January 17, 2019 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:02 P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, January 17, 2019 with Chairman 
Jeffrey Kern presiding. 
 
CLEARWATER CONSERVANCY PRESENTATION 
 
Executive Director of Clearwater Conservancy, Deb Nardone presented on the aspects of the “Clear Water 
Compass, Pieces of the Campus” and briefly reviewed the material covered in the hand out and addressed 
questions. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Chairman Jeffrey Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Gary Petersen, Bernard Hoffnar, Emory 
Enscore, Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College Borough 
Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Benner Township Water Authority Liaison, Steve Lanich; Centre Regional Planning 
Commission, Jim May; College Township Water Authority, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township Liaison, Wes 
Glebe; Harris Township Liaison, Charles Graham; Patton Township Liaison, Patricia Monteith; University Area 
Joint Authority Liaison, Brian Dempsey; Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Assistant Executive Director, Katie 
McCaulley; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Networking and Collections Administrator, Julia Shaffer. 
 
Also, in attendance were C-Net personnel; Front Office Supervisor, Sherry Fetzer; Staff Financial Assistant, 
Stacey Smith. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
ELECTION OF 2019 OFFICERS 
 
Mr. Kern opened the floor for nominations with a reminder of the following 2018 Officers: 
 Chairman    Jeffrey R. Kern 
 Vice-Chair Person   Rachel Brennan 
 Secretary/Assistant Treasurer Susan W. Runk 
 Assistant Secretary   Brian C. Heiser 
 Treasurer/Financial Consultant Dennis E. Hampton 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Petersen that the Secretary/Assistant Treasurer, Susan Runk; Assistant 
Secretary, Katie McCaulley; and Treasurer, Dennis Hampton be appointed for 2019. All agreed to serve. 
Nomination of officers was closed. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
2019 Slate of Officers: 
 Chairman    Jeffrey R. Kern 
 Vice-Chair Person   Rachel Brennan 
 Secretary/Assistant Treasurer Susan W. Runk 
 Assistant Secretary   Katie McCaulley 
 Treasurer/Financial Consultant Dennis Hampton 
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APPOINTMENT OF 2019 CONSULTANTS 
 
2018 Consultants 
 Solicitor: Lee, Green & Reiter, Inc. 
 Auditor: Baker Tilly 
 Engineer: Gwin, Dobson & Foreman Inc. 
 
It was moved by Petersen, seconded by Enscore that the consultants be reappointed for 2019. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
2019 Consultants 
 Solicitor:    Lee, Green & Reiter, Inc. 
 Auditor:    Baker Tilly 
 Engineer:    Gwin, Dobson & Foreman Inc. 
 
2019 COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 
Mr. Kern presented the 2018 appointment of committees. 
 
2018 Standing Committees:  
 FINANCE:    Jeffrey Kern - Chairman 
      Jason Grottini - Member 
      E. Emory Enscore - Member 
      Dennis Hampton - Member 
      Susan Runk - Staff 
      Brian Heiser - Staff 
 
 FACILITIES, OPERATING   Jason Grottini - Chairman 
 And PLANNING:   Rachel Brennan - Member 
      Gary Petersen - Member 
      Mark Glenn – Consulting Engineer 
      Brian Heiser – Staff 
 
 APPEALS:    Bernard Hoffnar – Chairman 
      Rachel Brennan - Member 
      Gary Petersen – Member 
      Susan Runk – Member 
      Steven Albright – Member 
  
 PUBLIC RELATIONS:   William Burgos - Chairman 
      Jason Grottini - Member 
      E. Emory Enscore - Member 
      Brian Heiser - Staff 
 
 SOURCE WATER     Gary Petersen - Chairman 
 PROTECTION:    William Burgos - Member 
      Bernard Hoffnar - Member 
      Brian Heiser – Staff 
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2018 Ad Hoc Committees:  
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  E. Emory Enscore - Chairman 
      Jeffrey Kern - Member 
      Rachel Brennan - Member 
       
 HR EVALUATION:    E. Emory Enscore - Chairman 
      Bernard Hoffnar - Member 
      William Burgos - Member 
      Dennis Hampton - Member 
      Brian Heiser – Staff 
      Susan Runk – Staff 
Mr. Kern reported that Ms. Brennan will temporarily fill Mr. Burgos’s seat on Source Water Protection during 
his absence.  Staff changes will be made and committees finalized next month.  
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Brennan, seconded by Hoffnar that the minutes of the December 20, 2018 meeting be 
approved as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
No citizens in attendance at the time for public comment. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Hoffnar that bill payments in the amount of $1,356,835.01 be ratified 
as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Petersen that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$108,781.45 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
Executive Director Heiser reported that there are four new water connection applications for approval this 
month. The applications are as follows: 
 

Mark and Kristen Koshko Lot 31, 446 Brandywine Drive College 1” 

Col Du Tourmalet LLC Lot 4, 2179 Sandy Drive Ferguson 1 ½” 

Col Du Tourmalet LLC Lot 4, 2179 Sandy Drive Ferguson 6” 

Valli Williams Lot 14, 113 Sophie Court Harris 1” 

 

It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Brennan that these connections be approved subject to the Authority’s 
Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
SERVICE RECOGNITION: GERT ARON- HARRIS TOWNSHIP 
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Mr. Graham expressed appreciation to the Board for the acknowledgement of service certificate on behalf of 
Mr. Aron. Mr. Graham would communicate with Mr. Aron about either attending the February Board meeting 
or a member of the Board and/or Executive Director Heiser would come to a Harris Township meeting to 
acknowledge his service and present the certificate to him.   
 
APPROVAL OF PENNVEST LETTER OF RESPONSIBILTY AND RESOLUTION TO APPLY 
 
RESOLUTION TO APPLY 
 
The undersigned, an authorized representative of The State College Borough Water Authority (Borrower), 
hereby certifies that at a meeting held on the ___________ day of ___________, _______, after due notice, at 
which a quorum was present, the “Governing Body” unanimously adopted the following Resolution: 
 
“RESOLVED, that the State College Borough Water Authority (the Governing Body”) shall be, and the same 
hereby are authorized to submit a Financial Assistance Application to the Pennsylvania Infrastructure 
Investment Authority (PENNVEST), substantially in the form presented at this meeting for the purpose of 
financing/partially financing the construction, rehabilitation and/or extension of the water/sewer system. 
Appropriate officers of the Governing Body are hereby authorized to execute all certifications and 
documentation required in connection with the application.” 
 
I hereby certify that the above Resolution is in full force and effect as of the _____ day of _______________. 
      ______________________________ 
      Secretary   
 

LETTER OF RESPONSIBILITY 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority 
22 South Third Street 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17101 

RE: Application for Financial Assistance (“Application”) in the amount of $24,950,000 from the 
Pennsylvania Infrastructure Investment Authority (“Authority”) to State College Borough Water 
Authority (“Applicant”) for the improvement of a drinking water system in Ferguson Township, 
Centre County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (“Project”). 

 Executive Director: 

 In connection with the above captioned loan application, please be advised that Applicant certifies the 
following: 

  A. That the filing of this application and subsequent incurring of debt in the amount of   $ 
24,950,000, Was duly authorized in a resolution (copy attached) approved by the State College Borough Water 
Authority Governing Body that the Resolution is in the same or similar form and contains all the material 
elements that need to be provided to the Applicant by the Authority. 

 B. That the statements and representations made in the foregoing application and all exhibits and 
documents submitted in connection therewith are true and correct to the best information and belief of the 
Applicant, and that they are submitted by the Applicant to form the basis of the application. 
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  C. The Project, when completed, will work to improve the overall provision of water to the public 
for human consumption in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

  D. With respect to the establishment of the Project, construction and/or acquisitions of any portion 
of the Project has not commenced and will not commence prior to the approval of the application by the 
Authority. 

 E. Applicant has not been cited by any governmental agency for causing pollution in the 
Commonwealth and the project has been designed so as not to cause pollution in violation of existing 
standards.  

F. Applicant does not have any outstanding loans from the Water Facilities Loan board or the 
Authority that are delinquent. 

 G. There are no encumbrances, pledges, or liens against the revenues generated or to be 
generated from the operation of the Project. 

  H. Applicant will take the necessary actions, pursuant to all applicable laws and regulations, to 
execute all documents required by the Authority if financial assistance is approved by the Authority and 
accepted by the Applicant. 

  I. Applicant will, should the Loan be offered by the Authority and accepted by the Applicant, 
execute a Promissory Note. 

  J.       Applicant will execute all documents required by the Authority to consummate the Loan in 
conformity with the procedures prescribed by law. 

 K.          Municipality in which the Project is located is Ferguson Township. 

L. Applicant has retained a public accountant who has prepared a financial statement of the 
current and projected financial status of the applicant of which both the form and content is 
acceptable to the Authority.  

 M. Applicant can repay the Loan from existing and reasonably anticipated project revenues. 

  N.         Applicant has retained counsel to represent it in connection with the application and to prepare 
or assist applicant in preparing any and all documents required by the Authority who has been engaged to 
render an opinion to the Authority regarding the ability of the applicant to enter into the loan agreements and 
related documents required for the loan from the Authority. 

  O.        Applicant will, in every project undertaken with the use of proceeds from this or other loans from 
the Authority, comply with the Steel Products Procurement Act, Act of March 3, 1978 (P.L. 6, No. 3) 73 P.S. 
Section 1881 et. Seq. 

  P.         Applicant shall not discriminate against any employee or against any applicant for employment 
because of race, religion, color, national origin sex or age.  This provision shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following:  employment, upgrading, demotion or transfer, recruitment advertising, layoff or termination, 
rates of pay or other forms of compensation, and selection for training including apprenticeship. 
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  Q.         The Applicant certifies that it is not currently under suspension or debarment by the 
Commonwealth, any other state, or the Federal Government and shall require the same certification from any 
contractors providing services in connection with the Project. 

  R.          The Authority has the right to require the Applicant to terminate any contract with a contractor 
that becomes suspended or debarred by the Commonwealth or the Federal Government during the 
construction period of the project. 

  S.           The Applicant agrees that it shall be responsible for necessary and reasonable costs and 
expenses incurred by the Office of Inspector General relating to an investigation of the Applicants/Contractor’s 
compliance, which results in the suspension or debarment of the Applicant/Contractor. 

  T.        The Applicant agrees that it shall execute any and all certifications required by the Authority 
under any Contractor Integrity Provisions and shall require all contractors to execute the same certifications. 

  U.        The Applicant shall provide evidence that it has complied with all conditions of the Water 
Pollution Control Act, the Water Quality Act of 1987, 40 CFR Part 32, Drug-Free Workplace Requirements and 
other related federal and state acts, as applicable. 

 The foregoing certification is based on facts obtained through a diligent investigation of all pertinent 
matters and information attendant to the project. 

 ATTEST:      APPLICANT: 

________________________________   ________________________ 
Secretary      Chairperson 
(SEAL)       Date:  ________________________ 
 
 
Mr. Glenn explained the Letter of Responsibility is part of the application procedure along with the Resolution 
both of which are due February 6th, 2019. 
 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Enscore that the Letter of Responsibility and Resolution be signed and 
sent in by the due date.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee – No Report. 
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – Mr. Heiser reported the committee will be requesting to meet 
with the Finance committee, Bond council, financial consultant and staff members to review the submitted 
PennVest application and get reassurance from the council that the Pennvest financing will not jeopardize any 
outside financing.  The meeting will occur sometime in mid to late February. 
Appeals – No Report. 
Public Relations – No Report.   
Source Water Protection – Mr. Petersen reported the committee has sent comments to Ferguson Township 
regarding their Source Water Protection Overlay District and communicated to Parks and Rec that the 
Authority wants to be involved in discussions that relate to the Whitehall Road Regional Park (WRRP).  Mr. 
Hoffnar expressed his concern in relation to the dog park planned for a portion of the park property.  Ms. 
Dinnini informed the Board, that at the end of January the COG General Forum would be meeting and 
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discussing WRRP and the Ferguson Township meeting will take place Monday evening at 7 p.m. if a Board 
member would like to address the concerns of the Authority.  
HR Evaluation Committee – No Report. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Heiser welcomed the new liaisons from Ferguson and Harris Townships and expressed appreciation that 
the townships were able to fill the seats so quickly.  Mr. Kern extended his gratitude as well.  Mr. Heiser also 
recognized the employees that attended the board meeting. 
DISTRIBUTION – A leak occurred, believed to be from construction disturbance at the corner of Calder Alley 
and Atherton St. It required the repair of a tapping sleeve and valve. The contractor noticed the leak and 
notified the Authority and it was repaired the following day.  Crews are still in the process of repairing fire 
hydrants, currently at a stand still awaiting parts that are on backorder to be delivered. Interior building 
maintenance continues during the winter months. 
PRODUCTION – Operators conducted a filter evaluation at the Woodside filter plant last Friday.  They 
collected media samples which will be sent out for analysis to assess the condition of the media and its life 
expectancy. The plan is to conduct another filter evaluation on an additional filter sometime in February.  The 
seismic monitoring equipment was installed at Well Field 1 in preparation for the rock excavation at The 
Cottages site.  Well Field 5 SRBC permit renewal application is set to be reviewed early in February. Members 
of staff will attend the hearing for the permit. 
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING – The new water rates went into effect January 1, 2019, those rates were 
advertised multiple times in the Centre Daily Times, they are on the website and CNET is running a series of 
ads in January, February and March.  The employee wellness program still continues.  The first round of letters 
for 2019 have been sent to customers to install more Flexnet devices and a second round is being prepared to 
go out in the next week, in total it is roughly 600 letters.  The goal is to replace 4,000 to 5,000 units this year.  
Staff has started the annual audit preparations with the majority of the work occurring in March with 
anticipation of it being prepared for acceptance in June.  The first two contracts of 2019 are vehicle contracts 
and are out for bid, assuming they come back in good standing, staff will ask those to be approved in February. 
MAJOR PROJECTS – Mr. Heiser suggested the Board take an opportunity to take a look at the projects board. 
It has listed bullet points of the projects that are going to be happening and as work begins it will be updated 
with additional information and pictures. 
OTHER BUSINESS – Planning and preparations to begin waterline projects for the year has begun. Waterline 
replacements costs are estimated to be approximately $1.1 million, with potentially more depending on the 
Borough and the Atherton Street project.  The Authority intends to start the first waterline project weather 
permitting in February; it will be a joint project with Patton Township. Staff has started the reviewing of the 
reservoir specification and bid package in anticipation of advertising the project in February and award in 
April.  Staff will be hosting a Lunch and Learn for the COG elected officials the end of January in which we are 
preparing a presentation. 
 
Executive Director Heiser addressed questions and concerns for clarity. 
  
LIAISON’S REPORT 
 

State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag confirmed there will be a meeting to discuss the Atherton 
Street project to see what roads it may impact and possibly do a joint project.  The Borough is in the process of 
redoing some things in regards to building construction policy to ensure anytime there are changes from an 
approved plan that everyone involved knows about it so that it does not affect another utility.   
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – No report. 
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Centre Regional Planning Commission – Mr. May reported an update on the request for regional 
development in Halfmoon Township and the water restraints that Mr. Heiser provided.  The township Board 
of supervisors is going to do an initial review on the document in a week.  Mr. May does not think they are 
going to take any action to the General Forum at this time.  He also stated they are trying to gather all of the 
comments so they can plan a little more thoroughly. 
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris reported the water quality test on the well along Shiloh Road 
passed. 
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Glebe provided the notes from the Township Planner on 
the Source Water Protection Ordinance for staff to review.  At the last Supervisors meeting they discussed the 
Greenbriar sewer failures and the project to install public sewer to the area. He wanted the Water Authority 
to be aware in the event they wanted to do any work in the area. 
Harris Township Liaison – Mr. Graham is going to relay the concerns of the dog park and the maintenance 
shed to their representative on the Board, Diane Ishler and Chairman of Parks and Rec committee, Bruce 
Lorde.  
Patton Township Liaison – No report.     
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Mr. Dempsey addressed the issues within Greenbriar and the 
collaboration that is occurring with the utilities.  Mr. Dempsey also addressed the recent Slab Cabin run 
initiatives  
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 

Solicitor – No report, but expressed appreciation for the reappointment. 
Engineer – No report, but expressed appreciation for the reappointment. 
Treasurer – Mr. Hampton expressed appreciation for the reappointment. He reported that total revenue 
exceeded budget by 27.5%. Expenses were under budget by 9.3%, however there were savings utilized where 
possible and not all planned projects took place within the 2018 year. Consistent  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 5:10 P.M., it was moved by Brennan, seconded by Grottini that the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
                                                                                                  Assistant Secretary                                


