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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

April 19, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:06P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, April 19, 2018 with Vice-Chair 
Rachel Brennan presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Gary Petersen, William Burgos, Jason Grottini, Bernard 
Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College Borough 
Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Benner Township Liaison, Steve Lanich; Centre Regional Planning Commission 
Liaison, Jim May; College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; 
Harris Township Liaison, Gert Aron; University Area Joint Authority Liaison, Brian Dempsey; Interim 
Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial Assistant, Katie 
McCaulley. 
 
Chair Jeffrey Kern, took the position as Chair presiding over the regular meeting at 4:18P.M, in the midst 
of the Centre Regional Planning Agency presentation.  
 
Also in attendance, C-Net personnel, PennTerra Engineer, John Sepp; UAJA Executive Director, Cory 
Miller; Centre Region Parks & Recreation Director, Pamela Salokangas, Laura Dinnini, David Stone, 
Dorothy Blair, Kevin Abbey, and Zachary DeMaio. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Hoffnar that the minutes of the March 15, 2018 meeting be 
approved as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
David Stone requested that the Board discuss the easement for Toll Brothers and UAJA, but after 
comment that it would be discussed later, he chose to withhold his comments until the Board presented 
their discussions.  
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that bill payments in the amount of $1,214,566.64 be 
ratified as presented.  
 
Mr. Hoffnar questioned multiple payments to the same vender. Director of Finance Runk informed the 
Board that these were normal costs that cover day to day functions of the office. Mr. Hoffnar also 
questioned a customer reimbursement. Interim Executive Director Heiser and Director of Finance Runk 
both explained that the reimbursement was from the Borough of State College for a sewer balance that 
had been paid and 
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collected for the Borough by the Authority. The Borough notified us that they would expunge the debt 
and asked us to refund the customer. The refund was then processed through the Authority accounts.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$245,277.18 be approved.  
 
Mr. Hoffnar asked for clarification of the difference between the Board Reserve Fund (BRF) payments 
and bill payments. Interim Executive Director Heiser explained that BRF payments are capital 
improvement projects that are covered by the BRF account and bill payments are covered by the Water 
Revenue account. He further explained that the projects are tracked and paid from the BRF account no 
matter what the amount because at times they are only portions of the project costs. 
 
Mr. Grottini requested to know where the Authority stood on the implementation of the GIS system. 
Interim Executive Director Heiser informed the Board the Authority has utilized the program to refine 
the maintenance and flushing of the hydrants. There is currently ongoing work tying work orders, curb 
box locations and valve box locations into the GIS system. Once completed, it will create an asset 
management process in the system. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there are ten new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
 

Michael Bortiatynski Lot 18, 253 Bolton Ave Patton 1" 

W. Scott Flipse 824 Hemlock Street Harris 1" 

Richard & Sepideh Burkett Lot 7, 300 Treetops Drive Ferguson 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 84, 348 Florence Way College 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 81, 318 Florence Way College 1" 

Berks Homes Lot 22, 128 Sophie Court Harris 1" 

Berks Homes Lot 21, 130 Sophie Court Harris 1" 

Berks Homes Lot 67, 458 Homestead Lane Harris 1" 

Centre Build LLC Lot 1, 109 Bolton Avenue Patton 1" 

The Station @ State College, LLC 801 Toftrees Avenue Patton 8" 

 
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Petersen that these connections be approved subject to the 
Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Vice Chair Brennan needed clarification on the purpose of the 8-inch 
line for The Station. Interim Executive Director Heiser informed the Board that it is an apartment 
complex and the tap listed will provide water for domestic use and fire protection in the complex. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WATER MAIN EXTENSION 
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Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there is one main extension for approval this month. 
The main will be constructed to the Authority’s specifications and will be inspected by Authority 
personnel during construction. The application is as follows: 
 

Kaywood North, LP 
Kaywood North 
Harris Township 

Andrea Way 
Karla Way 
Karmel Street 
Montclair Lane 

1,400’ of 8” 
960’ of 8” 
625’ of 8” 
160’ of 8” 

 
Moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that the main extension be accepted subject to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Authority. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CENTRE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY ACHIEVEMENTS PRESENTATION   
 
Mr. May provided a presentation on the land use planning and zoning issues the Centre Region Planning 
Agency (CRPA) has been working on at the regional and municipal levels. He noted a major objective of 
the presentation was to provide clarification on matters discussed in previous Authority meetings. He 
also wanted to propose ways that regional and local planners could work more closely with the 
Authority in terms of protecting source water in the region. In attempts to reduce the risks to land use 
impacting water quality, part of the directive of the CRPA comprehensive plan has been to keep roughly 
90% of development within the projected growth boundary. CRPA has been working on studies with 
UAJA and PSU under the guidelines of the ACT 537 plan. Any new development within the growth 
boundary will require connections to the public sewer. Developments outside the boundary must have 
onsite septic systems, which are then inspected by a Sewage Enforcement Officer. CRPA has hired a 
sustainability planner to help integrate water resource planning. It was proposed by Vice Chair Brennan 
to have a bi-annual meeting between the Authority and CRPA. The Board and Mr. May agreed it would 
be mutually beneficial.  
 
CENTRE REGION PARKS & RECREATION PRESENTATION: WHITEHALL ROAD REGIONAL PARK 
 
Centre Region Parks & Recreation (CRPR) Director Pam Salokangas spoke to the Board about intended 
plans for the Whitehall Road Regional Park. CRPR had the plans drawn prior to Director Salokangas 
joining the organization. CRPR and their engineering firm, Stahl Sheaffer Engineering LLC are working in 
conjunction with PennTerra Engineering and Toll Brothers with the land development in that area. This 
facility will be an active park available for a wide range of activities. They will be moving forward with 
what was planned for an active park. They are still raising funds for Phase II. Comments from Board 
members followed. Mr. Hoffnar did not agree that the open space described was a true statement as 
presented. Mr. Grottini expressed that it would be better to see more passive use of the land and more 
resources being utilized to educate the public on the protection of water resources and storm water 
management. Chairman Kern responded to Ms. Salokangas that at the time of purchase it was the 
understanding of the Authority that the portion of the land purchased by Ferguson Township would 
mostly remain passive with only hiking trails going through it. Grasslands and the terrain would remain 
largely unchanged as a form of source water protection. Ms. Salokangas made comment that, had she 
been present for the initial park design, there may have been changes that she would have made. She 
appreciated the feedback of the Board and wants to continue discussions.  Chairman Kern expressed an 
interest in the Authority and CRPR working together in discussions of park land use in the best interest 
of source water protection. 
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APPROVAL OF VALLEY VISTA DRIVE UTILITY RELOCATION AGREEMENT 
 
Chairman Kern informed the Board that Patton Township’s road improvement project at Valley Vista 
Drive will require the moving of our water line. Interim Executive Director Heiser added that the only 
expense to the Authority will be to provide inspection services for the installation of our main and 
document the work related to this water line relocation.  It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Grottini 
that the Valley Vista Drive Utility Relocation Agreement be executed.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AWARD CONTRACT NO. 08-2018 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser informed the Board that this was the bid that was previously rejected 
and rebid after the project was cut in half. 
 

BID TABULATION 
CONTRACT NO. 08-2018 

Various Diameters Restrained Joint Ductile Iron Pipe, 4” C-900 DR 18 Restrained Joint PVC Pipe, Ductile 
Iron MJ Gate Valves, MJ Fittings, Valve Boxes, Curb Boxes and Copper Tubing for Cricklewod Drive 

BID OPENING April 10, 2018 @ 2:00PM 

BIDDER BID SECURITY TOTAL BID 

L/B Water Service, Inc.  
Selinsgrove, PA 17870 

BB 
$7,000.00 

$64,278.80 

Exeter Supply Co. 
Williamsport, PA 17701 

-NO BID- 

Trumbull Industries, Inc. 
Lewistown, PA 

BB 
10% 

$62,699.00 

Bold type denoted apparent low bidder 
 
Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that Contract No. 08-
2018 bid in the amount of $62,699.00 be awarded to the apparent low bidder, Trumbull Industries, Inc. 
of Lewistown, PA for the purchase of materials. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AWARD CONTRACT NO. 05-2018 
 

BID TABULATION 
CONTRACT NO. 05-2018 

Well Pump Replacement for Well No. 18 Grays Woods Well Field State College, PA  
BID OPENING April 10, 2018 @ 2:00PM 

 

BIDDER BID SECURITY TOTAL BID 

Kohl Bros., Inc. 
Myerstown, PA  

10% $66,900 

*NO OTHER BIDS RECEIVED* 

Bold type denoted apparent low bidder 
2018 Budget Amount: $90,000 
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Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Burgos, seconded by Petersen that Contract No. 08-
2018 bid in the amount of $66,900.00 be awarded to the bidder, Kohl Bros., Inc. of Myerstown, PA for 
the well pump replacement of Well 18. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
AWARD CONTRACT NO. 04-2018 
 

BID TABULATION 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

PUGH STREET WATERLINE REPLACEMENT 
CONTRACT NO. 04-2018 

APRIL 12, 2018 @ 10:00 AM 
 

BIDDER 

TOTAL BASE  
BID PRICE 
(Beaver to 
Hamilton) 

TOTAL ADDITION 
NO. 1 PRICE 
(Hamilton to 

Easterly Parkway) 

TOTAL ADDITION  
NO. 2 PRICE 

(Hamilton Ave 
Water Service) 

BID 
SECURITY 

Leonard S. Fiore, Inc. 
Altoona, PA 16602 

$726,970 $414,610 $82,420 10% 

D & M Contracting, Inc. 
New Alexandria, PA 15670 

$865,000 $447,500 $74,500 10% 

Mid State Paving, LLC 
Middleburg, PA 17842 

$940,759.50 $478,812.50 $85,728.75 10% 

HRI, Inc. 
State College, PA 16801 

$948,790 $508,765 $89,075 10% 

Guyer Borthers Inc. 
New Enterprise, PA 16664 

$1,216,438 $740,555 $147,907.25 10% 

Glenn O. Hawbaker, Inc. 
State College, PA 16803 

$1,334,029 $722,330 $121,934 10% 

JR Contracting, LLC 
Eighty Four, PA 15330 

$1,696,648 $841,387 $113,766 10% 

S&E Utility Contracting, Inc. 
Harrison City, PA 15636 

NO BID 

Glenn Johnston, Inc. 
McKeesport, PA 15132 

NO BID 

Michael F. Ronca & Sons, Inc. 
Bethlehem, PA 18020 

NO BID 

 
Bold Type denotes apparent low bidder 
Base Project Budget: $625,000 
 
Upon recommendation by staff, it was moved by Burgos, seconded by Brennan that Contract No. 04-
2018 be awarded to the apparent low bidder Leonard S. Fiore, Inc. of Altoona, PA in the amount of 
$1,141,580.00 for the base bid price plus option No.1.  Staff recommends that option No. 2 be 
eliminated and the work be done by SCBWA Authority crews. Motion carried unanimously. 
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UAJA / TOLL BROTHERS EASEMENT REQUEST 
 
Chairman Kern introduced University Area Joint Authority (UAJA) Executive Director Cory Miller to 
discuss the previously tabled matter of the sewer easement along Whitehall Road. Mr. Miller explained 
that the easement request came from the developers and UAJA would inherit the line and be 
responsible for its service and maintenance once it was completed. SCBWA and UAJA met to determine 
the best material for the force main for protection of the well head. The easement agreement would 
stipulate that fused HDPE pipe be used. Interim Executive Director Heiser confirmed that HDPE pipe is 
the better option and noted that it would permit an uninterrupted 4,200’ of pipe.  
 
Chairman Kern moved to take the motion from the table. Mr. Hoffnar argued that the motion for the 
requested easement not be approved. Mr. Miller informed the Board that currently UAJA does not have 
the authority to specify the direction the developers take with the sewer line, but they are in the 
process of changing their specifications. In the future UAJA will require input of local authorities. Mr. 
Burgos asked what may be the potential repercussions of not granting the easement. It was made clear 
that the developers may use the other side of the road and not necessarily use the HDPE pipe. Only if 
the Authority would grant the easement would it be specified that the HDPE pipe be used. Mr. Hoffnar 
wishes to be consulted on specifications put in place by UAJA, to which Mr. Miller noted the 
specifications were done before Zone 2 area wellhead protection parameters were determined. Mr. 
Burgos asked how quickly the Borough could conduct a sewer capacity analysis. Ms. Hoag stated that 
they would require a request for the study and the funding would need to be provided. In addition Ms. 
Hoag stated that the Borough does not have any specifications on piping. Mr. Dempsey added that if the 
developers change the location of the line it may run under Whitehall Road. In the event of a problem 
this location would further complicate a quick repair and cost effective solution. At this time comments 
were made from David Stone and Laura Dinnini. Mr. Sepp spoke on behalf of Toll Brothers and 
reinforced comments that if the easement would not be granted by the Authority, the developers would 
lay the main 20’ away under the roadway. Mr. Petersen asked if a land swap for the easement would 
impact the park plans and Ms. Salokangas said any change at this point would affect the design plans. 
Mr. Burgos asked if the Authority could table the decision to appease the public and allow comment in 
May. Mr. Sepp reported that the developer would like to break ground in June and that there has been 
ample time since January from the developer’s perspective to reach a decision. Mr. Miller informed the 
Board that UAJA has had the wet well designed to help provide additional protections to control any 
potential leak issues that may arise. UAJA utilizes a SCADA system to remotely monitor operations to 
address problems in a timely manner.  
 
It was moved by Vice Chair Brennan, seconded by Burgos to table the decision of the easement for a 
month to allow the Authority Source Water Protection Committee to discuss it further and allow the 
public to comment. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee – No report. 
Facilities, Operations and Planning Committee – Mr. Grottini reported that the project specifications 
and drawings are 90% complete for the Nixon/Kocher treatment plant. Mr. Glenn reported that the 
design is sufficiently advanced and there is need for the Board to approve the submission of the public 
water supply permit, contingent on the approval of Interim Executive Director Heiser and staff. The 
process must be completed in order to deal with parallel activities and obtain the rest of the necessary 
funding.  
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It was moved out of committee that the Board approve the submission of the public water supply 
permits and proceed with the process as planned. Motion carried unanimously. 
Appeals – Mr. Hoffnar requested a copy of the  records for all appeals submitted within the last 5 years. 
The appeals committee has not yet met. 
Public Relations – Mr. Burgos reported that the committee met on April 17th to focus on the content of 
the Authority’s website. He suggested that more tabs may provide easier access to educational 
materials for the public.  Based on the presentation of Mr. May, Mr. Burgos thought to add the 
presentation to the Authority site. He added that the Authority maps should be colored better to 
differentiate source water hydraulic zones. Interim Executive Director Heiser noted that DEP regulations 
prohibit the sharing of asset locations for security and safety purposes.  Other organizations were 
previously notified not to share that information. Vice Chair Brennan added that it may be necessary to 
remind other organizations aware of the locations that it is not to be made public due to DEP regulation. 
Source Water Protection – Mr. Petersen reported a meeting scheduled for May 8, 2018.  
HR Evaluation – No report. 
Search Committee – Mr. Kern reported that there have been two meetings and acceptance of resumes 
has closed. Dennis Hampton was appointed the facilitator by the Committee. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH ANNUAL AUTHORITIES BOARDS AND COMMISSION BANQUET – Mr. Jarrett                                                   
was acknowledged with an appreciation certificate for his 20-year contribution to the Authority’s Board. 
DISTRIBUTION – One main break was repaired since the last meeting. Allen St. is complete except for 
pavement restoration. Final paving will come with the Borough’s annual paving contract later in the 
summer. Crews have installed several taps for new construction in the last several weeks. Annual 
hydrant flushing is underway beginning in Harris Township and progressing through the system. It will 
take approximately 6 months to complete. There has been a public service announcement and notices 
on the Authority website and Facebook page.   
WATER PRODUCTION – Staff is reviewing three quotes for the reroofing of the high service pump 
station at the filter plant to start at the end of May. Pump Station 4’s master meter and 1970’s era 
weighted swing check valves were replaced on pumps 1 and 2 with new globe style check valves. Well 
62 pump and motor reinstallation scheduled to begin April 24th.   
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING – Bring your sons and daughters to work day is set for April 26th 
with 8 participants signed up to attend. The information for the annual report has been submitted to 
Gwin Dobson & Foreman Engineers. It should take roughly 4 to 5 weeks to draft. Onsite portion of the 
audit has been completed and they are currently in the testing phase. Results are expected in the next 
few weeks. Private water main construction at Champion Drive, The Station and Helix complexes in 
Patton Township continues. The Authority website has been update with current projects. New projects 
will be added throughout the year. Additional changes will be per the request of the Public Relations 
Committee. 
MAJOR PROJECTS –The water line installation on West and South Outer Drive is almost complete. 
Restoration work has started. The PA Department of Transportation (PADOT) contractor for Atherton 
Street project has started at Aaron Drive where they made a tie in for the Authority.  The Atherton St. 
work will progress towards Park Ave.  The FlexNet meter reading system conduit is being installed. The 
installer is working to finalize the magnet size for the mounting of the equipment at the tank site. 
Implementation of the system is expected to start May 1, 2018.  
ADDITIONAL NEWS – From a regulatory stand point, DEP is changing the disinfection residual 
requirements at the entry point to be 0.20 mg/l and in the distribution  system to be 0.2 mg/l. This is 
anticipated to become regulation in late 2018. There will be no change to Authority operations, but will 
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require additional reporting requirements. DEP fee structures are scheduled to change January 1, 2019 
and are estimated to fill a $7.5 million funding gap. The fees will range from $250 -$40,000 based on 
population served. The Authority estimates a cost of $35,000 annually in additional DEP fees. PA One 
Call is also updating regulations and all utility owners will be required to mark abandoned 
infrastructures as well. They also considering making utility owners locate service lines beyond the curb 
stop. This requires a cross over onto private property to mark locates.  
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag gave special thanks to the Authority personnel for 
minimizing the disruption to residents and businesses as improvements on Allen Street were made. All 
restoration is tentatively scheduled to be complete prior to April 21st with final restoration before the 
2018 Arts Festival. Easterly Parkway work bid has been awarded to Stickler Construction and will 
mobilize at the end of April, but primarily at the end of the school year. Spring construction bidding is 
ongoing and internal staffing reviews for CIP development continues. A draft will be complete soon to 
present to the Authority Board.  
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – No Report. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – No Report. 
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris commented that the township entered into a bidding 
process they have implemented by putting bids out a different time of year to better control costs.  
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Jackson had no report, but appreciates the time for 
additional public comment with the expectation that much will come from Ferguson Township 
residents. 
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – No Report.   
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Mr. Dempsey reported that UAJA accepted bids for their 
enhanced nutrient removal and advanced waste water treatment system at less than estimated. Bids 
were rejected for the water control facility due to coming in $3 million over budget. Currently UAJA is 
utilizing a bio-filter, but are anticipating an upgraded system. UAJA staff is in the process of suggesting 
rewrites to their code. They believe the rewrites respond to a lot of the issues that have come up lately. 
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 
Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – Mr. Glenn had no report beyond what was presented.  
Treasurer – Mr. Hampton reported that at the end of the first quarter total revenue is exceeding budget 
by 16% and expenses are under budget by 10%. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 6:45 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go into 
Executive Session. 
 
At 6:47 P.M., it was moved by Vice Chair Brennan, seconded by Grottini the Board return to its regular 
meeting and then to adjourn the regular meeting. Motion carried.  

      


