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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

May 17, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:04P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, May 17, 2018 with Chairman Jeffrey 
Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Chairman Jeffrey Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Jason Grottini, Emory Enscore, William 
Burgos, Bernard Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State 
College Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Centre Regional Planning Commission Liaison, Jim May; Ferguson 
Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; Harris Township Liaison, Gert Aron; University Area Joint Authority Liaison, 
Brian Dempsey; Interim Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial 
Assistant, Katie McCaulley. 
 
Also in attendance, C-Net personnel, Front Office Supervisor, Sherry Fetzer; Cory Miller, Executive Director of 
University Area Joint Authority; Kevin Abby, Clearwater Conservancy; Dave Stone, Nittany Valley 
Environmental Coalition; as well as many citizens. A list of citizens attending is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that the minutes of the April 19, 2018 meeting be approved as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
Laura Dinnini commented on looking into parcels to be considered for preservation and source water 
protection. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of $850,872.96 be ratified as 
presented.  
 
Mr. Burgos requested clarification on the purchases from L/B Water and how many more of the flexnet MXU’s 
will be purchased. Interim Executive Director Heiser explained that there are 15,000 MXU’s to exchange to 
stay ahead of advancements in technology and the Authority is only able to purchase bundles as they are 
available from the manufacturer. The Authority hopes to be a full flexnet system within 5-6 years. The 
antennae installation will start next week.   
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Brennan that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$194,386.43 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
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WATER CONNECTIONS 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there are seven new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
 
 
 

S & A Homes Lot 83, 338 Florence Way College 1" 

Mamoru Fujii 115 Vail Lane Patton 1" 

Zachary & Michelle Blair Lot 47, 151 Meadow Drive Ferguson 1" 

Erin Witmer 132 Lee Avenue Harris 1" 

Five Blind Mice II 2350 Bernel Road Patton 4" 

Five Blind Mice II 2350 Bernel Road (Fire Line) Patton 4" 

James & Mary Griggs Lot 12, 170 Hemlock Hill Road Patton 1" 

 

It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that these connections be approved subject to the Authority’s 
Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER MAIN ACCEPTANCE 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there is one main extension for acceptance this month. 
The two–year warranty period will begin upon the completion of the Acceptance Documents.  The application 
is as follows: 
 

State College Investors 
LLC 

Turnberry Subdivision Havershire Boulevard 405’ of 8”  

 

Moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that the main extension be approved subject to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Authority. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CENTRE REGIONAL PLANNING AGENCY ADDRESS   
 
COG Executive Director Jim Steff provided a brief history of the plans of the Whitehall Road Park and that the 
intentions have always been for it to be an active park. He stated that the park originated with a 2001 request 
made by parents for additional parks to accommodate the growing need of local and visiting organized 
sporting events. He also noted that the plans were most recently reviewed with the Authority’s former 
Executive Director John Lichman. The location of the park was chosen with the guidance of Pennsylvania State 
University personnel and agreed upon by the municipalities. Only where possible would the park be used as 
passive. Centre Region Council of Governments (COG) Executive Committee Vice-Chair, Steve Miller 
acknowledged that COG would like to cooperate with all Authorities involved. Changes have been made to the 
plans through 2014 as a result of communications with the Authority, COG and CRPR. Mr. Miller wants an 
explanation from the Authority Board why there would be an objection to a park that has been in planning for 
16 years.  Mr. Miller added personal comment on the Board’s response to the presentation CRPR Director Pam 
Salokangas provided at the April Board meeting. He felt she was due an apology and the reception was not as 
it should have been. Comments were permitted from Ferguson Township Supervisor, Laura Dinnini and 
citizens. Mr. Burgos acknowledged that he was on the Board from 1998 – 2008 and was a part of the real 
estate committee. He was aware that the Authority’s Executive Director, Max Gill at that time wrote a letter in 
support of a grant provided by DCNR to purchase the land in a good faith gesture to help improve community 
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parks. The impression was that the park would be passive, but it may be active. Chairman Kern expressed that 
any objections to the proposed plans at the present time stem from new knowledge and understanding of the 
impact developments of the land have on source water protection. At the initial discussions there were many 
unknown factors that could potentially impact source water in many of the Centre Regions’ projects. Given 
that the Board through education and technological advancements are now aware of other environmental 
risks they are responsible through due diligence to express them to other agencies and Authorities undergoing 
developmental changes. The Board as a whole agrees that there is far more information available today about 
what concerns should be addressed during development with respect to preservation and source water 
protection. It was explained that much frustration is also generated from the plans for a development being 
presented to the Board for consultation or comment after it is assumed that they are finalized by the 
presenting entity. Therefore, the Board is only put in a position of opposition rather than one of cooperation 
and valued input.  
 
 
C-NET PRESENTATION – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CYNTHIA HAHN 
 
C-Net Executive Director, Cynthia Hahn presented to the Board and audience an overview of the C-Net 2017 
annual report. She also provided general information on what C-Net does and how they accomplish their 
goals.  
 
 
CONSIDER APPROVING SEWER EASEMENT FOR THE COTTAGES 

It was moved by the Source Water Protection committee to recommend the Board grant the easement to Toll 
Brothers for the force main along Whitehall Road for the Cottages provided that the developer uses the HDPE 
pipe. Chairman Kern provided background information on the request, for the benefit of the public in 
attendance. Mr. Burgos reported that the committee met to discuss the sewer line and that the committee 
requested University Area Joint Authority (UAJA) Executive Director Cory Miller and Penn Terra Engineer, John 
Sepp attend to provide answers to any questions the committee had prior to the meeting. Mr. Burgos stated 
that it was a productive and informative meeting. The committee decided on these action items: 1.) to revise 
the Authority’s mission statement to include source water protection initiative; 2.) to hire an employee to go 
to public meetings for authorities and municipalities; 3.) to make a motion from committee to approve the 
sewer line easement as requested with the stipulation that HDPE pipe be used. Mr. Burgos pointed out that 
the feeling was that with respect to the location of the line being a matter of 15 or 20 feet it was not a 
dramatic difference on source water protection. He also added that any other location would be a huge 
burden on UAJA once they inherit the main; and potential interruptions to traffic upon installation as well as if 
there would ever be a problem. The public was given the opportunity to comment. Cory Miller added 
comments to the discussion and an accurate depiction of all of the potential locations of the sewer line. There 
was extensive discussion and debate on the granting of the easement among the Board members. Authority 
Solicitor, Mr. Mix reviewed the legalities of the restrictive covenant and who has the right to enforce the 
covenants placed on the Authority owned land. Penn State University, the only entity that can enforce the 
deed restrictions, indicated that they do not feel it is a violation of the covenant to grant the easement. 
Therefore, there is no legal issue as to whether the Authority denies or grants the easement. Ferguson 
Township resident Laura Dinnini made remark of the risk of potential for lawsuit should the easement be 
granted by the Authority because it is felt that there are other options. Mr. Dempsey contributed the 
information that a pump station location has already been established with or without the easement. Mr. 
Burgos also asked that a sewer capacity analysis be conducted by the Borough. After reiteration of information 
and opinions were heard Chairman Kern called the motion to a vote.  
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Approval for the easement was not granted. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee – Chairman Kern reported that there will be a meeting June 6, 2018 for the audit and a 
meeting for the introduction for Pennvest financing for the Nixon Treatment Plant.  
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No report. 
Appeals – Mr. Hoffnar did not have anything to report on the history of appeals. 
Public Relations – No report. 
Source Water Protection – Covered by earlier discussion of the Cottages’ easement. 
HR Evaluation Committee – No report. 
Search Committee – Mr. Grottini reported that the committee is reviewing the information provided by the 
candidates’ references. A meeting will be held May 23, 2018. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DISTRIBUTION – Four main breaks were repaired since the last meeting. One was the result of contractor 
hitting a main that was roughly a foot below ground with a hydraulic breaker on Easterly Parkway. Allen St. is 
complete except for pavement restoration. Final paving will come with the Borough’s annual paving contract 
after the Arts Festival. Water line work for Mt Nittany Country Club is expected to start next week, including 
the extension of the main eastbound from where the current main ends and a westbound extension at the 
other end of the property. Ferguson Township is getting ready to start storm water work on Sycamore Dr. in 
Pine Grove Mills. Their work will require the Authority to relocate four service lines. Annual hydrant flushing in 
Harris Township is complete and now moving into zone 3. Private flushing is progressing through the system 
with some occurring in the night time hours.  
PRODUCTION – SRBC Well No. 57 waiver submitted in January is still waiting to be assigned and is second in 
the queue for assignment. The renewal permit needs to be submitted by November of this year. Fluoride 
saturation tanks have been cleaned for the season. Well 62 pump and motor has been reinstalled and is 
operational, but will need to have the motor balanced in the next week. 
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING –The annual report draft has been reviewed by staff and sent back to 
Gwin Dobson & Foreman Engineers for a few corrections. The final report will need to include the accepted 
audit. The audit will need to be accepted and the anticipated time frame is June. Private water main 
construction at Champion Drive, The Station and Helix complexes in Patton Township continues. The 
Consumer Confidence Report is complete and available online. Hardcopies are available in the Authority office 
as well as other public locations.  
MAJOR PROJECTS –The water line installation on West and South Outer Dr. is complete. We are at roughly 
60% of the budgeted amount with only restoration work remaining. That work will be done by the Township. 
Water line work on Atherton St. from Aaron Dr. to North Hills Place is complete. They are currently working 
from North Hills Place to Blue Course Dr. A design meeting for the next phase of Atherton Street took place. 
This phase will go from Park Ave. to the Parkway. The hydraulic study performed by GD&F will come into play 
as the Authority upgrades that main to a 16” diameter pipe. The next section may also be upsized to a 16” 
diameter main.  Pugh St. traffic signage is installed. Saw cutting started this week and the tapping sleeve and 
valve were installed. There were issues with the valve cutter getting stuck in the main. They will start laying 
pipe next week. Hamilton Ave service line work has started; the lines in that area were galvanized, but will be 
replaced with copper to the curb stop. Easterly Parkway joint work with the Borough at Garner St is 
progressing well. The roof at the high service pump station will be complete within the next several days. 
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LIASON’S REPORT 
 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – No report.  
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – No report. 
College Township Water Authority – Not present.  
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– No report. 
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – No report.   
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Mr. Dempsey reported that UAJA produced 1million kilowatt hours 
of electricity from their solar farm. They are looking at the potential nutrient benefits because of not burning 
coal.  
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 
Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – Mr. Glenn reported that the Authority received a $50,000 grant from the sustainable energy fund 
for variable frequency motor drives at the Nixon plant. There will be a meeting with Pennvest on June 7, 2018 
to discuss funding for the plant project.    
Treasurer – No report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 6:05 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go into Executive 
Session to discuss legal matters. 
 
At 6:20 P.M., it was moved by Vice Chair Brennan, seconded by Grottini the Board return to its regular 
meeting and then to adjourn the regular meeting. Motion carried.  
      
 


