
 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

June 18, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 4:01 P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, June 18, 2020 with Vice 
Chairperson Rachel Brennan presiding. 
Special note: Due to the CoVID-19 pandemic this meeting was conducted via Zoom and met all open 
meeting requirements.  
 
PRESENT 
Board Members: Jason Grottini, Bernard Hoffnar, Emory Enscore, Bill Burgos, Rachel Brennan, Gary 
Petersen; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; Centre Region 
Planning Commission Liaison, Corey Rilk; College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township 
Liaison, Ford Stryker; Patton Township Liaison, Patricia Monteith; Executive Director, Brian Heiser; 
Assistant Executive Director, Katie McCaulley; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Communications and 
Projects Coordinator, Julia Shaffer. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Petersen that the minutes of the May 21, 2020 meeting be 
approved as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The amended minutes read as follows:  The Board suggested to deal with just the property owner so the 
Authority would have less issues.  Motion carried with six yes votes and one abstention. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
No comments were presented. 
Special note: There was a designated area provided for public access where they could make public 
comment and listen to the proceedings of the meeting. 
 
RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of $1,323,514.88 be 
ratified as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD FUND REQUISITIONS 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$3,345.56 be approved as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF PENNVEST LOAN FUND DISTRIBUTION 
Mr. Hoffnar asked for explanation of Authority reimbursements and GD&F hours worked and mileage.  
Staff reported the reimbursement was for construction services by GD&F and Mr. Glenn reported the 
hours and mileage was billed per the project agreement.  Mr. Burgos asked if a breakdown of the work 
done and the amounts paid could be summarized for the Board’s review.  
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Burgos that the Penn Vest Loan Fund distributions in the amount 
of $529,030.35 be approved as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTION APPLICATIONS 
Assistant Executive Director McCaulley reported corrections to the connections that were presented and 
there are six new water connection applications for approval this month. The applications are as follows: 

Harris Township Lot 16, 325 Discovery Drive Harris 1" 

Rockey Ridge Partnership Lot 312, 256 Derek Drive Harris 1" 



 

 

Berks at Kaywood LLP Lot 3, 1012 Karmel Street Harris 1" 

Berks at Kaywood LLP Lot 11, 1007 Karmel Street Harris 1” 

Berks Homes LLC Lot 7. 1021 Karmel Street Harris  1” 

Wooded Hills Lot 1, 109 Hemlock Hill Road Patton 1” 

 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that these connections be approved subject to the 
Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF WATER MAIN EXTENSION 
Executive Director Heiser reported there is one main extension for approval this month.  The main will 
be constructed to the Authority’s specifications and will be inspected by Authority personnel during 
construction.  The applications are as follows:                       

1752 North Atherton 
Street Assoc LP 

Patton Crossing 
Patton Township 

1752 N Atherton Street 625’ of 8” DIP water main 
1,160’ of 12” DIP water main 

Moved by Enscore, seconded by Grottini that the main extension be accepted subject to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Authority.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF 2019 AUDIT 
Board members received an electronic copy of the 2019 Authority audit for review prior to the meeting.  
Mr. Grottini reported the finance committee reviewed it in detail with the auditors last week.  The 
committee had no issues with what was presented and recommend approval.  Mr. Hoffnar 
recommended changing auditors as a good business practice. Mr. Hoffnar pointed out there is no 
reference to the Authority finance committee in the audit and asked if there should be.  Executive 
Director Heiser clarified the auditors were hired by the Authority to audit the Authority’s finances; they 
are not auditing the finance committee. The Authority hired and approved them approximately six years 
ago and is in the middle of a multiyear agreement with them. Mr. Hoffnar asked if any auditing was 
done in relationship to a board member and financial activities within the Authority’s purview.  Mr. 
Hoffnar gave the example of if dispensation was happening would it be picked up in the audit, Executive 
Director Heiser confirmed it would be.  He reminded the Board that every year Board members are to 
file a Statement of Financial Interest Form, paperwork as part of an Open Records Law. Mr. Glenn 
clarified it is The Pennsylvania Ethics Commission where the paperwork is filed annually.  Mr. Hoffnar 
asked if minutes and C-Net videos are sent to the auditors.  Director of Finance Runk stated they receive 
the minutes monthly and they have access to the videos but unaware if they watch them.  Mr. Hoffnar 
suggested the minutes be consistent as much as possible to the video.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
APPROVAL OF PATTON TOWNSHIP REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT 
Executive Director Heiser reported the agreement with Patton Township is for approximately 850’ of 
pipe that was reported on last month and will be in addition to the Bernel Road and Fox Hill Road 
intersection improvements.  The agreement states the estimated cost for the additional work is 
$205,000 but the actual cost will be $157,470. Executive Director Heiser reported Patton Township 
awarded the contract last evening to the low bidder, HRI Inc. of State College. Patton Township 
approved this agreement last evening.  Moved by Burgos, seconded by Enscore that the Patton 
Township Reimbursement Agreement be approved.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF DECIBEL PARTNERS L.P. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Executive Director Heiser reported the Memorandum of Understanding between State College Borough 
Water Authority and Decibel Partners L.P. is for the work to be done at the intersection of Bernel Road 
and Fox Hill Road.  The contractor is responsible for this work.  As reported last month, the Authority 
entered into the Memorandum of Understanding instead of requiring the relocation of the 20 inch 
waterline.  It is in the best interest of the Authority if the 20 inch water line is not relocated.  The 
Memorandum of Understanding agreement between Decibel Partners L.P. and State College Borough 



 

 

Water Authority is for concessions made instead of moving the water main.  Mr. Mix reported he 
reviewed the agreement and it is acceptable.  
Moved by Grottini, seconded by Petersen that the Decibel Partners L.P. Memorandum of Understanding 
be approved.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF DECIBEL PARTNERS L.P. AGREEMENT 
Executive Director Heiser reported this agreement is an agreement for Decibel Partners L.P. to provide 
the Authority with equipment to assist with emergency repairs on the section of water line that is not 
being relocated. Mr. Burgos asked for explanation as to why the agreement needs to be put in place.  
Executive Director Heiser explained the ideal location for the 20 inch water line is to remain in place but 
the Authority’s current equipment limits distribution crew’s ability to make emergency repairs because 
it will be much deeper than what is ideal. This agreement will provide the Authority access to the 
equipment necessary to make repairs in a safe manner. The agreement states that when requested by 
the Authority Decibel Partners will provide the equipment necessary to safely make the repairs.  Decibel 
Partners will pay mobilization costs to transport the agreement and the Authority will pay for all on-site 
equipment rental expenses.   
Moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the Decibel Partners L.P. Agreement be approved.  Motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Mr. Hoffnar asked what the COVID-19 expenses were listed on the finance report.  Assistant Executive 
Director McCaulley stated these expenses covered supplies specific to COVID-19 and the cost of paying 
the employees who were on stand-by or working from home.  She explained that due to the nature of 
our business the Authority cannot close or furlough staff.  She also reminded the Board that this had 
been discussed in previous Board meetings.  Mr. Hoffnar asked if this was an unexpected expense and if 
we could expect any additional expenses. Assistant Executive Director McCaulley told him that we 
cannot tell at this time if there will be additional expenses.  
 
Mr. Hoffnar pointed out the depth of Well 7 and 25 that the depths are nine feet stating both of the 
wells are full and not getting drawn down. Executive Director Heiser stated that was correct. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Finance Committee – No report. 
Facilities, Operations and Planning Committee – No report. 
Appeals – No report. 
Public Relations – No report. 
Source Water Protection – No report. 
HR Evaluation – No report.  
Fluoride (Ad HOC) - No report. 
  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Staffing levels are at 100% with staggered daily start times in each department which helps to maintain 
CDC distancing guidelines. The departments are moving beyond just critical tasks as they resume normal 
operations.  
Distribution- Annual flushing is continuing; public hydrants in Zone 8 and 3 are completed.  The night 
time flushing occurred earlier this week in the downtown area.  Crews have started installing taps again; 
two notable taps that have been installed were for the Ferguson Township and Harris Township 
maintenance facilities. The waterline work for the intersection improvements at Bristol Avenue and Blue 
Course Drive is complete.    
Production- Results of the second quarter SDWA water samples have been received, with no 
contaminant levels found to be above the MCL’s.  Routine maintenance tasks such as cleaning of the 
Woodside Drive sludge tank and bush hogging have resumed. The department continues with additional 



 

 

equipment maintenance such as water quality monitoring devices and others.  Staff met with the 
Authority’s consulting Hydrogeologist to review the progress on the renewal of the SRBC withdrawal 
permits for Wells 22 and 24 and the four wells at well field 6.  We are still on track to submit the renewal 
applications by the end of December or early January of 2021. 
Meter Shop- Annual flushing of the private fire hydrants will be completed this week or early next week. 
Then they will begin maintenance and painting those fire hydrants.  All of the water infrastructure at The 
Cottages is complete and has been accepted by the Authority’s project inspector.  The private main 
replacement and meter vault upgrade at the Breezewood townhomes, located in Patton Township is 
completed.  The contractor has started to replace the service line at the Park Forest Middle School.  The 
work is being inspected by Authority personnel.  
Billing- The front office will remain closed to the public through July 4. We will continue to monitor the 
other municipalities and pandemic reports to help determine when the office will be reopened to the 
public. Requests for final readings have increased and will continue to increase through mid-August.  
Administrative team- The Authority is hosting the Annual Public Works Utility Project meeting next 
week, it is usually an on-site meeting but this year it will be held via Zoom.  We are in the process of 
setting up interviews for the HR position.  The 2019 Annual Report will be ready for review by the Board 
in the next couple of weeks. It will be on the July agenda for acceptance.  The work on the Risk and 
Resiliency Assessment has also resumed. We met with the consultant yesterday to collect the rest of the 
field data.  The next steps will begin in July. This information will be utilized to update the Emergency 
Response Plan.  The annual employee, retiree and Board picnic has been canceled for this year. The 
materials list for the third phase of Atherton Street has been provided to PennDOT’s engineer so it can 
be incorporated into the project’s specifications and bid documents. We have experienced an issue with 
a service line at an abandoned motel site in the Borough.  This service line had been terminated since 
the property was abandoned. However, the private side of it continues to deteriorate. Recently crews 
were called to the location for a possible leak, upon arrival it was determined the vault has deteriorated 
to a point that it may be dangerous to the public. We have taken some temporary stop gap measures to 
protect the public and have notified the property owners and our solicitor Mr. Mix. The vault is located 
on private property which limits what we can do. 
Major Projects- Pier construction for the plant building had started earlier this week. The test pier was 
installed last week.  It was tested and passed on Monday. There are approximately 300 piers to install. 
They have also started to excavate for the GAC waste tank, road bed for the permanent access road has 
been installed and other site excavation work continues.  The Ishler Street project started in 2019, 
continues. The watermain and service line installation portions are complete. Crews are finishing up the 
2” water line that serves three houses on Kent Street. The tie-ins, old main abandonment and 
restoration remain. Weathering permitting, they should be finished by July 4th.  The Flexnet project 
remains on hold due to CoVID-19 restrictions.    
Executive Director Heiser answered questions that were presented.   
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Not present. 
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison– Not present. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission- Mr. Rilk reported Mr. May presented a brief presentation at the 
UAJA board meeting, he requested more clarification on the draft Task Activity Report about the 
beneficial use service area. He is planning schedule a Beneficial Reuse Project Management Team 
meeting the beginning of August or end of July. 
College Township Water Authority Liaison – Mr. Harris reported College Township has had a few 
requests to defer payments because of CoVID-19.  He stated that CTWA adopted the same CoVID-19 
policies as SCBWA’s so the region’s water suppliers were consistent. 
Ferguson Township Liaison – No report. 
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – Not present. 



 

 

Patton Township Water Authority Liaison – Ms. Monteith stated she has noticed the Water Authority 
being very active in Patton Township and it is much appreciated.   
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present. 
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 
Solicitor – No report. 
Engineer – No report.  
Treasurer – No report. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
At 5:05 P.M., it was moved by Grottini, seconded by Enscore that the meeting be adjourned. Motion 
carried.  

   


