
1 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

June 21, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:03P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, June 21, 2018 with Vice-Chair Rachel 
Brennan presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Jason Grottini, Emory Enscore, Gary Petersen, William Burgos, 
Bernard Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Andrew Arnold; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College 
Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Ferguson Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; Interim Executive Director, Brian 
Heiser; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial Assistant, Katie McCaulley. 
 
Also in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Grottini that the minutes of the May 17, 2018 meeting be approved as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
David Stone of State College Borough reviewed again information on the Toll Brothers site. David Roberts of 
Benner Township requested protection of the aquifer and suggested that the Authority should work with the 
Spring Creek Watershed Commission with their planning group. Don Snowden of State College Borough 
requested that the Authority place all their property in conservation easements so that future Authority 
Boards cannot make a decision to sell the land. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Burgos that bill payments in the amount of $1,232,964.18 be ratified as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Burgos that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$330,618.37 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Hoffnar requested further explanation on Gwin Dobson & Foreman invoices to gain a better 
understanding of how to read them. Interim Executive Director Heiser provided the requested information. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there are eight new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
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James and Dana Zuhlke Lot 32, 141 Treetops Dr Ferguson 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 80, 310 Florence Way College 1" 

S & A Homes Lot 74, 341 Florence Way College 1" 

Hackman Builders Lot 18, 137 Sophie Ct Harris 1" 

Asif Khatri Lot 22, 240 Bolton Ave Patton 1" 

Asif Khatri Lot 23, 232 Bolton Ave Patton 1" 

Laura Gibbons Lot 20, 170 Treetops Dr Ferguson 1" 

Stephen and Lisa Tingley Lot 61, 124 Emma Ct Harris 1” 

 

It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Grottini that these connections be approved subject to the Authority’s 
Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER MAIN ACCEPTANCE 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there is one main extension for acceptance this month. 
The two–year warranty period will begin upon the completion of the Acceptance Documents.  The application 
is as follows: 
 

Fieldstone Investors Group Fieldstone Subdivision Florence Way 715’ of 8”  

 

Moved by Grottini, seconded by Petersen that the main extension be approved subject to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Authority. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2017 AUDIT   
 
It was moved by the Finance committee that the 2017 audit be accepted as presented to the Board. Mr. 
Hoffnar questioned why different amounts would be transferred to the Borough for sewer payment 
collections throughout the year. Director of Finance Runk and Interim Executive Director Heiser both 
explained that the Authority serves outside of the Borough’s sewer coverage area and therefore the Authority 
does not collect in those areas without service. In addition there are customers that are billed quarterly and 
customers billed monthly dependent on their individual meter set. Interim Executive Director Heiser pointed 
out a summary of the 2017 Audit would be made available to the public through the Authority website. 
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE 2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Board members received an electronic copy of the 2017 Annual Report prior to the meeting for their review.  
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Petersen to accept the 2017 Annual Report as presented. 
 
Mr. Hoffnar expressed his appreciation of the historical and current information presented in the Annual 
Report. His acknowledgement brought on discussions of the of the Authority’s efforts to encourage water 
conservation among customers along with remarks on the improvements the Authority has made in 
distribution system to control leaks. Interim Executive Director Heiser pointed out the Annual Report would be 
made available to the public through the Authority website. 
 
Motion carried unanimously.  



3 

 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee – Mr. Hampton reported a meeting was held on June 6, 2018 between staff, committee 
members and auditors to review the 2017 audit. Another meeting took place June 7, 2018 to explore financing 
with Pennvest for the Nixon/Kocher treatment plant. The Finance Committee approved to submit an 
application to seek Pennvest financing. The projected date to submit the application is in February 2019.  
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No report. 
Appeals – No report. 
Public Relations – No report. 
Source Water Protection – Mr. Petersen reported a meeting was held to discuss a guidance policy fo  
beneficial reuse customers within the Authority’s service area. The committee also spoke about water and  
sewer bills being based on flow rates rather than dwelling units to provide an economic incentive for  
customers making efforts to conserve water. They also intend to request a meeting with CRPR to discuss the  
Whitehall Road park.  
HR Evaluation Committee – No report. 
Search Committee – Mr. Grottini reported that the committee met May 30, 2018. The committee requested 
an Executive Session following the end of the regular meeting. 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DISTRIBUTION – The main extension at Kaywood North has started. It is being installed by the contractor for 
the developer and inspected by Authority personnel. The main construction for the Mt. Nittany Country Club, 
west end had been completed and is ready for testing and disinfection. East end construction will begin 
shortly. The Authority is seeking an easement to be granted by the Country Club to install that portion of the 
water main. In Ferguson Township the Authority portion of lowering service lines on Sycamore Drive is 
finished. Annual hydrant flushing is underway with Zone 8 completed, and Zone 3 is almost complete with the 
remaining flushing to be finalized following Arts Festival. The Authority is now moving into Zone 1, College 
Heights. Overall the Authority is roughly 40-45% finished with flushing across the system.  
PRODUCTION – SRBC Well No. 57 waiver request submitted in January has not received a change in status and 
is still awaiting review. The second round of UCMR4 samples have been collected with two more sample sets 
required.  The Authority participated in a joint sample collection with College Township Water Authority 
(CTWA) and University Area Joint Authority (UAJA). An analysis will be completed and reviewed and will be 
made available to Board members. Pressure washing of the storage tanks will begin next week.  
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING – The Authority’s educational outreach program, Head Above Water, set 
up an informational table at the first of three games at Spikes stadium. The program was also presented at 
several area schools. Staff continues to do website work in response to the requests by the Public Relations 
Committee to address Source Water Protection. A brief video explaining roles and functions of Municipal 
Authorities has been added to the website. The Consumer Confidence Report is completed and available 
online. Hardcopies are available in the Authority office as well as other public locations. Office personnel 
received training on recent changes Muni-Link made to their customer management system. The annual 
Public Works and Utilities meeting will be held at the Authority office next week. 
MAJOR PROJECTS –The water line installation on Outer Dr. is complete and waiting for College Township to 
resurface the streets, but should finish under budget. Water line work on Atherton St., from Aaron Dr. to Blue 
Course Dr. is completed and in service. The laying of the water line from Blue Course Dr. to Cherry Lane has 
started.  At Pugh Street there is approximately 1600’ of main line installed with 500’ in service. The area has 
large portions of limestone that has slowed progress, but it continues to move forward. There were three fire 
hydrants installed and two service lines switched over to the new main. During the tie-in at Easterly Parkway 
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there were three valves that needed to be replaced.  Hamilton Avenue service lines have been moved and the 
Authority work on the project came at a 79% savings before restoration expenses. The joint project with the 
Borough on Easterly Parkway is almost complete with the Garner Street area completed and Williams Street to 
be completed shortly. The Flexnet meter reading system is progressing with the antenna installed and 
operating, reading 1300 of 1450 MXU’s. The 150 MXU’s that did not connect are in a troubleshooting process. 
Sensus and Muni-Link are getting the coordination issues worked out so the systems will communicate with 
each other. Training on the system is scheduled to start next week. The High Service Pump Station roof work is 
complete and under budget.  
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
 

State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag expressed appreciation for the coordination on Pugh St. On 
July 2nd the resurfacing bid for the street will be awarded. Easterly Parkway from Pugh St. to Garner St. is 
currently closed and  then closed to Nimitz Avenue. Ms. Hoag thanked Brian for hosting the annual utility 
coordination meeting as it is a necessary gathering of similar work projects and ideas in the Centre Region.  
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – Not present. 
College Township Water Authority – Not present.  
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Jackson reported that a portion of the Harner Farm 
property has been rezoned to residential. June 7th Rock Springs Water system encountered issues.  
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – Not present. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present. 
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 

Solicitor – No report. 

Engineer – Mr. Arnold reported to the Authority in the absence of Mr. Glenn. The Pugh Street water line 
replacement continues. Coordination of the construction continues to be a key issue in that project.  
Numerous meetings with the contractor have been held to rectify scheduling and installation issues. The 
Shingletown Reservoir repair bids are tentatively scheduled for July 11, 2018 with a bid opening in August. The 
Nixon/Kocher Treatment Facility Public Water Supply Permit application has been submitted to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  The Administratively Complete Letter from DEP has been 
received. There was a meeting with Authority staff, DEP personnel, the Finance Committee and Pennvest to 
review potential financing for the project. 
Treasurer – No additional report. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 4:44 P.M. Vice-Chair Brennan called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go into 
Executive Session. 
 
At 5:38 P.M., it was moved by Vice Chair Brennan, seconded by Grottini the Board return to its regular 
meeting.  
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SEARCH COMMITTEE 
 

It was moved by the search committee to offer the position of Executive Director to Brian Heiser. Based upon 
his acceptance, it would be announced at the July Board meeting. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 5:42 P.M., it was moved by Petersen, seconded by Enscore that the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried 
unanimously.    
 
 
 
 
          
                   ____________________________________ 
                        Susan W. Runk, Secretary 
 


