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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY 

July 19, 2018 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:01P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, July 19, 2018 with Chairman Jeffrey 
Kern presiding. 
 
PRESENT 
 
Board Members: Chairman Jeffrey Kern, Vice-Chair Rachel Brennan, Jason Grottini, Gary Petersen, William 
Burgos, Bernard Hoffnar; Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Christopher Eckenrode; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; 
State College Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; Centre Regional Planning Commission Liaison, Jim May; College 
Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township Liaison, Steven Jackson; Harris Township Liaison, Gert 
Aron; Interim Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Director of Finance, Susan Runk; Staff Financial Assistant, Katie 
McCaulley. 
 
Also in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Brennan, seconded by Grottini that the minutes of the June 21, 2018 meeting be approved as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS 
 
Laura Dinnini stated that Mountain Top Authority is still having issues. Interim Executive Director Heiser stated 
that the Authority has been in communication with them since assisting them in January. 
 
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
 
It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Brennan that bill payments in the amount of $1,284,505.41 be ratified 
as presented.  
 
Mr. Hoffnar wanted to know what recycling the Authority did to which Interim Executive Director Heiser 
replied that the Authority recycles cans, plastic bottles, cardboard and paper through pickup and drop off 
centers.  
 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS 
 
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Brennan that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the amount of 
$291,322.46 be approved. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Burgos requested to know if there were more materials still needed for the Pugh St waterline 
replacement. Interim Executive Director Heiser explained that the materials purchase listed was indeed only a 
partial payment for materials and labor and that there would be approximately 3 more invoices.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WATER CONNECTIONS 
 
Interim Executive Director Heiser reported that there are seven new water connection applications for 
approval this month. The applications are as follows: 
 

Koltay Homes 140 Scarlet Oak Circle Patton 1" 

Sarah and Damien Borchardt 373 West Crestview Circle Harris 1” 

S & A Homes 365 Florence Way College 1" 

S & A Homes 335 Florence Way College 1" 

S & A Homes 321 Florence Way College 1" 

S & A Homes 390 Florence Way College 1" 

West Crest Properties LLC 902 Ishler St Harris 1" 

 

It was moved by Burgos, seconded by Brennan that these connections be approved subject to the Authority’s 
Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
COTTAGES SEWER EASEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
It was moved by Petersen, seconded by Grottini that the Authority grant the Cottages sewer easement on the 
condition that the HDPE pipe is used for the line. Mr. Petersen briefly addressed that as he was not present for 
the May meeting and wanted to re-open the discussion on the sewer easement. He did not see any potential 
damages that the sewer easement would impose on Authority property. He also expressed concerns that the 
alternative of the line under the road would cause more of a hazard from a leak detection perspective and 
access to the pipe. As well as the initial installation of the pipe, it may release uncontrolled contaminants into 
the ground from the removal of the road. Chairman Kern summarized that Toll Brothers had reached out to 
the Authority that they were disappointed with the May meeting results and that they have acquired a 
highway occupancy permit (HOP) from PennDOT to put the pipe under the roadway. He also noted the State 
College Borough Manager Tom Fontaine will not conduct a sewer capacity study with tax payer money; it 
would need to be funded by the developer. The Borough has not received any such requests from Toll 
Brothers or University Area Joint Authority. Construction for the Cottages will begin promptly at the end of 
July. Interim Executive Director Heiser demonstrated on a projected map for those in attendance the location 
of the requested easement line versus the parallel right-of-way location granted by PennDOT, with a 
difference of roughly 20 feet. Vice-chair Brennan commented that her change in granting the easement 
stemmed from an ethical standpoint given that the land was purchased solely for protection purposes of the 
commonwealth. However, from an engineering/geographical perspective it does not seem concerning. Dr. 
Burgos readdressed comments from previous meetings that there would be a more logical route to be taken 
that is not being explored. He also agreed with the ethical concerns of granting the easement. Dr. Hoffnar 
expressed that he wanted to go before the Borough and request that they consider accepting the sewer. Ms. 
Hoag confirmed information relayed by Chairman Kern on the position of the Borough regarding the matter 
per an email read directly from Borough Manager Fontaine. Dr. Hoffnar read aloud correspondence received 
by the Authority from attorneys representing Toll Brothers. Mr. Grottini is most concerned with long term 
matters of the line and would like the Authority to be in a position to have some say in years to come.  
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Citizens then addressed the Board with their comments. David Stone expressed concerns over covenants 
placed on the land when purchased. He also stated that the Nittany Valley Environmental Coalition would be 
commenting on the PA Department of Transportation granting the HOP. John Sepp, Penn Terra engineer for 
Toll Brothers, corrected earlier comments stating the line would be under the paved shoulder of the road. He 
also stated that it would take around 6 months to conduct the study with the Borough and that it may not 
actually provide a conclusive answer. The Borough line that could be considered as an alternative route to be 
connected is more than 50 years old and located under Whitehall Road. This increases the potential risks of 
missing a leak for a greater length of time. Katherine Watt pleaded that the Board consider the ethical aspects 
and implications of granting the easement as a result of the letter submitted by Toll Brothers attorneys. In 
addition she remarked on the Centre Regional Parks and Recreation reference to the letter from previous 
Authority Executive Director Max Gill in 2002 as providing blanket Authority approval for the Whitehall park 
development and by extension all that has followed. She noted a clear timeline that provides the only 
knowledge that former Executive Director Gill had at that time was the Pennsylvania State University (PSU) 
purchased the land, it was ruled agricultural, and outside of the regional growth boundary along Slab Cabin 
Run as adopted in 2000. The developments of the park plans occurred after the time of the letter thus making 
it a different project. When asked by the Board if granting the easement could compromise the growth 
boundary Solicitor Mix replied there is a very complicated system in place to secure that and the Authority 
would not impact the boundary.  In terms of the covenant, it is strictly a private covenant between the 
Authority and PSU and this is not in violation of the covenant. Kaplin Stewart Attorneys at Law for Toll 
Brothers associate, Daniel Rowley briefly spoke on the feeling that Toll Brothers is unfairly being denied the 
granting of the easement. Andrew McKinnon commented from a geological and environmental standpoint 
about the naturally karst terrain of the area and lack of absorption ability of the dolomite in the event of leaks. 
Dorothy Blair commented on hypotheticals without the covenant. Janet Engeman remarked that the Borough 
would conduct the study if Toll Brothers would pay for it, however it does not appear that option will be 
chosen. Pam Steckler does not believe there is any room to allow for the discussion of the easement. Laura 
Dinnini spoke to respond to questions of the validity to environmental risks with the easement. She turned it 
back to the Authority Board in that the land was purchased in protection efforts. Dr. Petersen commented 
that there are far greater agricultural risks to the water shed than that of the proposed line.   
 
Motion did not carry with 1 yes vote and 4 no votes.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee – Mr. Kern reported that the finance committee reviewed 3 applications for bond council 
and selected McNees Wallace.  
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No report. 
Appeals – No report. 
Public Relations – No report. 
Source Water Protection – No report. 
HR Evaluation Committee – No report. 
Search Committee – Mr. Grottini reported that the committee comprised of 3 Board members, a consultant 
and 3 Authority employees reviewed over 20 résumés. This was reduced to 3 applicants scheduled for 
interview, but one withdrew. Upon completion of the interviews it was determined by the committee the best 
candidate to present as a recommendation to the Board as the Executive Director in the June executive 
session. The Board voted unanimously for Brian Heiser to become the Authority Executive Director effective 
August 1, 2018. Chairman Kern emphasized reasoning behind the selection. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
DISTRIBUTION – There was a main break on the 100 block of Pugh St. on July 1, of a line installed in 1939 with 
no main breaks documented from 1980 to the break on July 1. Approximately 40’ of 8” cast iron pipe was 
replaced. As a result of findings during the break the Authority intends to present the Pugh St line 
replacement as a budget item for next year. It took 118 tons of asphalt to restore the street and all was 
complete prior to 4th Fest and Arts Festival activities. Chairman Kern interjected to comment on the extreme 
heat conditions Authority personnel performed the repair in and the speed and professionalism that was 
maintained during the process. Interim Executive Director Heiser added that there were thanks due to 
Borough employees for their assistance. Annual hydrant flushing is under way and is 55% complete.  
PRODUCTION – Tanks 1 and 9 were inspected for the condition of their coating and a report is expected in the 
next week. 
ADMINISTRATION/METER/BILLING –Staff continues to do website work in response to the requests by the 
Public Relations Committee to address Source Water Protection. The Source Water Protection tab is in final 
draft with a few edits left, but should be live within the next month. There were some technical difficulties 
with partner websites; they are expected to be running again soon.  
MAJOR PROJECTS –Atherton St. water line work is on hold for approximately 2 weeks while other work is 
completed. Easterly Pkwy water line is complete. Though behind schedule, Cricklewood Dr. has started. There 
is 350’ of 12” pipe installed and a side street, Hampton Ct. will be added to the line with 80’ of 4” pipe. Meter 
shop personnel had training on the Flexnet system as hardware updates continue.  The pilot program is 
anticipated to be up and running within the next few weeks. Nixon/Kocher treatment plant land appraisal 
report has been received and is in review.  
 
LIASON’S REPORT 
 

State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag reported the contractors for Easterly Parkway are slightly 
behind schedule, but working on getting back up to speed. The street resurfacing project has been awarded to 
Glen O. Hawbaker and a schedule will be provided to the Authority. The Borough’s capital improvement 
project has been approved and any potential coordination will be communicated after review.   
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present. 
Centre Regional Planning Commission – Left the meeting. 
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris reported there were 2 main replacements so far this year. 
They are currently working on a third.   
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Jackson had nothing further to report beyond the 
comments of the public earlier.   
Halfmoon Township – Not present.  
Harris Township Liaison – Left the meeting. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present. 
 
CONSULTANTS REPORT 
 

Solicitor – No report. 

Engineer – Mr. Eckenrode reported to the Authority in the absence of Mr. Glenn. The Shingletown Reservoir 
repair bids were scheduled for July 11, 2018 with a bid opening on August 7, 2018.  A fall construction start is 
anticipated pending bids received. The Pugh St. contractor has installed roughly 2,500’ of 12” main from 
Easterly Pkwy. to Nittany Ave., including 5 fire hydrant assemblies and 15 water service connections. There is 
about 1000’ of main and 55 connections remaining to be installed. Significant rock excavation has been 
encountered which has resulted in some main breakage in its removal. Temporary paving is being placed 
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following main installation.  All work was temporarily postponed for Arts Fest activities. The Nixon/Kocher 
Treatment Facility Public Water Supply Permit application is under technical review by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP).  The final version of the hydraulic model report has been submitted to the 
Authority for use. The report will be utilized for future planning and budget planning items. Chairman Kern 
added that the Authority will be very dependent on Ferguson Township in the planning of Nixon/Kocher plant.   
Treasurer – Mr. Hampton reported that the Authority is currently in good standing in the budget.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 5:31 P.M. Chairman Kern called for the suspension of the regular Authority meeting to go into Executive 
Session. 
 
At 5:44 P.M., the Board returned to its regular meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

At 5:46 P.M., it was moved by Petersen, seconded by Grottini that the meeting be adjourned. Motion carried 
unanimously.    
 
 
 
 
          
 
 


