
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE

STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH WATER AUTHORITY

August 15, 2019
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 P.M., prevailing time, Thursday, August 15, 2019 with
Chairman Jeff Kern presiding.

PRESENT
Board Members: Chairman Jeff Kern, Gary Petersen, Bernard Hoffnar; Jason Grottini, Emory
Enscore, Solicitor, Robert Mix; Engineer, Mark Glenn; Treasurer, Dennis Hampton; State College
Borough Liaison, Deborah Hoag; College Township Liaison, Richard Harris; Ferguson Township
Liaison, Wes Glebe; Harris Township Liaison, Charles Graham; Patton Township Liaison, Patricia
Monteith; Executive Director, Brian Heiser; Assistant Executive Director, Katie McCaulley; Director of
Finance, Susan Runk; Communications and Projects Coordinator, Julia Shaffer.

Also, in attendance were C-Net personnel. An audience attendance list is available upon request. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Enscore that the minutes of the July 18, 2019 meeting be
approved as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

HEARING OF CITIZENS
Dorothy Blair with Nittany Valley Coalition asked for clarification on if The Cottages site has been
monitored for contaminants and other impacts to the water.  Mr. Heiser stated the water level was
tested before the excavation work started on site and the next testing will not be done until after the
work is completed.  Ms. Blair requested testing be done sooner if possible.  Ms. Blair also asked if the
Authority had a statement or would like to see the Authority make a statement in regards to the
Musser Gap – Valley Land project. Mr. Kern made her aware of a special public meeting with a
presentation planned from Penn State and Clearwater Conservancy to all Board members for
September 12, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Authority’s Board room.  

APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
It was moved by Petersen, seconded by Grottini that bill payments in the amount of $805,994.84 be
ratified as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF BOARD RESERVE FUND REQUISITIONS
It was moved by Grottini, seconded by Petersen that the Board Reserve Fund requisitions in the
amount of $51,592.05 be approved. Motion carried unanimously.

WATER CONNECTIONS
Executive Director Heiser reported that there are eight new water connection applications for
approval this month. The applications are as follows:

Kaywood North LP Lot 38, 1017 Andrea Way Harris 1”
Kaywood North LP Lot 39, 1021 Andrea Way Harris 1”
State College Area School District 131 West Nittany Avenue Borough 4”
126 College Ave Partners LLC 126 West College Avenue Borough 2”
126 College Ave Partners LLC 126 W College Ave (Fire) Borough 4”
University Park Plaza Corp 128 East Pine Grove Road Ferguson 1”
State College Area School District 131 W Nittany Ave (Fire) Borough 6”
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Ravishanka & Nikki Rao Lot 412, 330 Derek Drive Harris 1”

It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Hoffnar that these connections be approved subject to the
Authority’s Rules & Regulations. Motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF 2020 MINIMUM MUNICIPAL OBLIGATION
Chairman Kern explained the Board reviews the Minimum Municipal Obligation to the pension plan
annually based on information provided by fiduciary consultants and this year the amount is
$343,850.00.  Executive Director Heiser explained the Board is required to approve the contribution
by September of the current year for the next year.

It was moved by Hoffnar, seconded by Enscore that the 2020 Minimum Municipal Obligation amount
be approved.  Motion carried unanimously.

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT
Executive Director Heiser stated Ferguson Township requires a Stormwater Management Agreement
be executed as part of the approval process for the Nixon/Kocher Filter Plant.

It was moved by Enscore, seconded by Hoffnar that the Stormwater Management Agreement be
approved.  Motion carried unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Committee – No Report.
Facilities, Operating and Planning Committee – No Report.
Appeals – No Report.
Public Relations – No Report.  
Source Water Protection – No Report.
HR Evaluation Committee – No Report.
Fluoride (AD HOC) - No Report.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
DISTRIBUTION – Maintenance continues on the office building. The main replacement in Calder
Alley between Burrows and Atherton Street is complete with the exception of the final tie-in which is
scheduled for Monday. That work was required due to the high-rise construction and is at the
contractor’s expense. There have been six main breaks in the last month. The Waupelani Drive
service line replacement is underway and is a joint project with the Borough. There is a 20 inch water
main that runs parallel to Fox Hill Road through the Bernel Road intersection. The intersection is to be
rebuilt and modified for improvements along with having to move the water main for some of the work
that is going to be done. The bid is being put out through Patton Township and work could potentially
happen this fall.  Due to the size and significance of the water main and work to be done the Authority
has placed special conditions on the contractor as well as construction techniques.  
WATER PRODUCTION – The 2019-2020 chlorine prices have been received which are down slightly
from last year.  The variable frequency drive at the Woodside high service pump station has been
replaced and is back up and running.  DEP recently completed a two day evaluation at the Woodside
facility, the report is pending.   
METER SHOP/BILLING/ ADMINISTRATION – Staff is preparing to start the 2020 budget process. In
September or October there will be a Finance Committee meeting to discuss the 2020 budget.  The
fluoride purchase bid will be advertised in late August and early September. The request to award the
bid for the 2020 year should be presented at the September Board meeting.  PAOne Call locate
requests are continuing to increase which is putting an additional burden on staff.  The Authority
received a $500 fine from PUC for a failure to respond to a request. However, the request was not in
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our service area and the Authority had responded to other requests for the same job previously.
Executive Director Heiser wrote a letter to the PUC disputing the fine but has not had any reply.  In
early September Lion Bash will be held downtown. it is an evening event for the students returning to
the area. Many public vendors along with the Authority will be participating.  
MAJOR PROJECTS – Cricklewood Drive is approximately half complete with about 900 feet of water
main installed.  The Boalsburg Pike directional bore work started Monday. The bore is finished and
crews have started to pull the HDPE pipe through the bore hole. The first of many conference calls
with PennVest was conducted with consultants and staff. A closing date of February 12, 2020 was
established. Building permits have been reviewed and revised information was submitted. The land
development plan is progressing through Ferguson Township’s Board and is expected to be
presented for approval in September.
OTHER- The Cottages at State College waterline installation for the private section Phases I and II
are complete and they are currently working on the final phase.  Stormwater basin construction is
going well. In addition to the Cottages site work, Bristol Ave intersection upgrades (including waterline
work) is waiting for a change order to be approved before moving forward.  If the change order is not
approved before September 16, 2019, the work will not occur until spring.

Mr. Hoffnar asked if the lead and copper results have been received and once we receive them if the
Board could be notified.  Mr. Heiser stated the Authority has not received the results and will let the
Board know when they have been received.  

Mr. Hoffnar asked for clarification on the well water levels on the Well field water levels and total
precipitation sheet.  Mr. Heiser and Mr. Glenn elaborated on the well water levels and what affects
them.
 
LIAISON’S REPORT
State College Borough Staff Liaison – Ms. Hoag reported the Borough will have a new Assistant
Engineer starting the end of the month.  Resurfacing projects are hot and heavy right now with minor
closures right now, work on Westerly Parkway will begin next week.  The Bough Finance Department
has requested information from the Authority for budgeting purposes. The Authority has provided all
materials that was requested. 
Benner Township Water Authority Liaison – Not present.
Centre Regional Planning Commission – Not present.
College Township Water Authority – Mr. Harris thanked the Authority staff for the assistance in the
preparation for the pump test on the Oak Hall well.
Ferguson Township Liaison Authority Liaison– Mr. Glebe thanked Mr. Heiser for being available
for the last Supervisors meeting and providing explanation about the new filtration plant.  Mr. Glebe
asked for clarification on what “One Water” is.  Mr. Heiser explained what One Water is and that a
draft document should be on the Spring Creek Watershed Commission’s website. 
Harris Township Liaison – Mr. Graham reported with the Boalsburg Pike work going on,  residents
seem to be happy as there have been no complaints.
Patton Township Liaison – Ms. Monteith thanked the Authority for the work that is being done and
acknowledged how busy the Authority has been in Patton Township with improvements. 
University Area Joint Authority Liaison – Not present. 

CONSULTANTS REPORT
Solicitor – No report.
Engineer – No report.  
Treasurer – No report.
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ADJOURNMENT
At 4:39 P.M., it was moved by Enscore, seconded by Petersen that the meeting be adjourned. Motion
carried unanimously. 
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