
WATER AUTHORITY PLANS TO UPGRADE TWO PRODUCTION FACILITIES 
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The State College Borough Water Authority was formed in 1940. Less than a year later it 
purchased the water system from the Borough of State College, and almost immediately 
began to make system improvements. Over time, the Authority developed a proactive ap-
proach to system improvements and maintenance. In the intervening decades since the in-
ception of the Water Authority, bonds have been issued at various times to supplement 
Authority earnings for many capital improvements. These have included well exploration, 
replacement of smaller pipes with larger mains, construction of storage tanks, and con-
struction of a water filtration plant.   

 Today, the State College Borough Water Authority maintains more than 16,000 metered 
services, and 270 miles of water mains in the Borough of State College and parts of Ben-
ner, College, Harris, Halfmoon, Patton, and Ferguson Townships. In addition, we maintain 
seven well fields, the Shingletown Reservoir, and a six million gallon per day (MGD) wa-
ter treatment plant. Thirteen water storage tanks have 15.75 million gallons of storage ca-
pacity. The average daily total use, servicing over 75,000 people, is five million gallons a 
day.      

The State College Borough Water Authority continues to take a proactive approach to 
maintaining, expanding, and improving the water system to meet the needs of a robust 
population spread over a large area. Maintaining a water system is an enormous challenge, 
in part because the industry is evolving rapidly as new technologies and regulatory chang-
es necessitate continued maintenance and improvement. Regulatory requirements are 
changing in many ways, two of the most significant of which are as follows: first, the 
number of regulated contaminants is increasing, and second, the level at which com-
pounds are detected continues to improve.  Just a handful of years ago it was common, 
when analyzing compounds, for the results to be measured in parts per million. Today, 
improvements in analytical methods allow for results to be measured in parts per billion, 
and even at times parts per trillion. The ability to measure materials at extremely low lev-
els has led to water quality being scrutinized more meticulously than ever. This increased 
examination and analysis is not just from regulators and the consumers; the Water Author-
ity is scrutinizing water quality to an ever-greater extent, too.   

Specifically, as a result of our increasing ability to detect compounds at extremely low 
levels, and our desire to provide a high quality product to our customers, we have been 
evaluating our production facilities. The process began with an evaluation of pre-emerging 
contaminants, as well as running a battery of water samples at all of our production facili-
ties to update and expand our baseline model of our water quality  As expected, the quality 
of the water here in the Centre Region is extremely high.  

It is very important to emphasize that our water quality is extremely high: currently, our 
water meets or exceeds all regulatory standards. However, we believe that it is not enough 
to simply meet regulatory standards; the Water Authority is committed to surpassing 
standard requirements and supplying water of the highest quality possible to our service 
area. In short, we believe that there is room to improve the water quality even more.   

Driven by our commitment to continual forward-looking improvement, and based on in-

formation gained through assessment of the condition of all of our current production fa-

cilities as well as current and expected consumption, the Water Authority has determined 

that two projects should be undertaken to best serve our customers: a new filtration plant 

at the Nixon/Kocher well fields, and updating the Woodside Drive filter plant. 



In the Spring of 2016, we took action to evaluate a potential water filtration plant at the Nixon/Kocher 
site. A pilot study was successfully conducted at Nixon/Kocher to evaluate a micro-membrane and 
granular activated carbon filtration system. Currently, the Water Authority is designing a filtration 
plant for the site based on the results of that study. Construction on the Nixon/Kocher Filter Plant 
could potentially begin in late 2017.  We are also in the process of submitting a proposal to the Penn-
sylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) to conduct a similar pilot study for the 
same filtration process at the Woodside Plant.  If the study is approved, it will be conducted in 2017; 
an anticipated construction start-date would be sometime in 2020. 

Construction of the Nixon/Kocher Filter Plant and upgrades to the Woodside Filter Plant will bolster 
our already robust water production capabilities. A component of our long-term plan is to build greater 
redundancy, and, thus safety and additional capacity, into the water system.  These two projects are a 
key part of the redundancy plan, and we expect the filtration processes installed at both facilities to 
meet or exceed water quality regulations for decades.   

The cost of these two facilities, new construction in the case of the Nixon/Kocher site and renovation 
in the case of the Woodside site, is estimated to be $40 million dollars. The Authority plans to pay for 
these two facilities in part by using reserve funds, and by financing the rest through a construction 
loan as well as a Bond issue.  

It is important to note that throughout the process of funding the described projects, we will also con-
tinue to reinvest funds into maintenance of existing infrastructure. For more than twenty years we 
have spent an average of two million dollars annually toward system improvements, including water 
main replacement, pump upgrades, system redundancy, storage tank construction and maintenance, 
and various other capital projects. At present, that $2 million represents approximately thirty percent 
of our annual budget. We plan to continue this trend during and after the construction and modifica-
tion of the water treatment plants.  

The additional expense of the $40 million filtration plants will have a modest impact on water rates for 
consumers. At present, the State College Water Authority has one of the lowest rates in Centre County 
and in the state. Even with the price increase, the rates will continue to be among the lowest in Penn-
sylvania.  

The rate increase will come with a change to the billing structure.  In addition to the usage charge 

there will be a flat monthly charge determined by the meter capacity as shown in the following chart.  

Beginning in April of 2017 the usage rate will be $4.40 per 1,000 gallons of water used plus the 

monthly meter capacity charge.  Under the new billing structure, the quarterly bill would be $78.00 for 

a customer using 15,000 gallons of water. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The State College Borough Water Authority is proud to serve residents of the Centre Region. These 
projects are an essential component of fulfilling our commitment to providing our customers with the 
highest quality water and service at an affordable cost.  Please, periodically, check our web site (http://
www.scbwa.org/) to see our plans, schedules, and progress.  

METER SIZE (INCHES) MONTHLY 
CHARGE 

5/8” , 3/4”  and 1” $4.00 

1 ½” – 2” $6.00 

3” – 4” $8.00 

6” and larger $10.00 

http://www.scbwa.org/
http://www.scbwa.org/

